
Dear Friends,

Catalogs, catalogs, catalogs!  If you are like our household, you have seen an increase in the 
number of catalogs that you receive lately.  Now sometimes I can be irritated about all of the 
wasted paper that we receive from unwanted ads and circulars and catalogs.  But sometimes I do 
enjoy looking through some of them, and finding out a possible answer to a housekeeping or 
yardwork problem.  I am surprised by the ingenuity that God has given mankind to come up with 
so many products! 

And on the crazy side, there are gift ideas on the internet like a levitating lounge chair for 
$11,000, a personalized whac-a-mole for $35,000, a working Tron Lightcycle for $55,000, a 
personal submarine for $2,000,000, and what sounds like a bargain after that, a luxury flight into 
suborbital space for only $200,000!   And then there's always Dean's favorite crazy idea - a 
Pumpkin Chunkin machine for $161,000 that he heard about on TV the other night.  (I don't think 
I'm going to get that for him.) 

But, back down to earth, we received a catalog last month from a mission organization offering 
gift suggestions for people to help provide for needs around the world!  I thought that was a 
really good idea.  We know from years now of grateful experience, that you, our ministry 
partners, are often even-more-than-usually generous at this time of the year.  We all find our 
thoughts turned toward gifts, and how we can share the abundance that God has given us with 
our family and friends, and with His ministries around the world.

And so we would like to present to you our own CrossWay International Mini-Catalog.  We have 
asked each of our missionary couples to offer a gift suggestion for a specific portion of our 
ministry.  As you know, CrossWay International is involved in many projects, primarily in Nicara-
gua, Ethiopia, Kenya and Liberia.  But we have asked our missionaries to pick out one area 
where they are asking God to provide for a specific need.

Gary (our International Training Director) and Marcia Jones, Bruce (our Member Care Director) 
and Debbie McIntosh, Robert (our director for Nicaragua) and Ann Messier all have vital minis-
tries and are still seeking prayer and support partners themselves to be able to receive their full 
support needed.  But at this special time of giving, they would also like to present to you these 
particular gift opportunities for your consideration.

We know that you probably have giving opportunities from many ministries in your life.  We are 
thankful for all that God is doing throughout the world through His many ministries.  And we are 
thankful that because of you, we are able to be one of those ministries reaching out to the lost 
and hurting with the gospel of God's grace.

Forever grateful,

Joan Chollar (and writing for Dean who is away on one of his mission trips)D
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Merry Christmas



Bruce and Debbie’s Gift Suggestion - 
Support for our Overseas Coworkers

  As the Member Care Director of CrossWay International,  I care for all those who 
are part of the CrossWay family.   But right now, let me briefly tell you about our four Over-
seas Field Directors.  Last year I spent a week in Liberia, Africa with Isaac Zoedah.  He had 
worked tirelessly to set up a conference for local Liberian pastors.  Because of his efforts, 
about 40 pastors and church leaders learned how to present the gospel in unmistakably 
clear terms in the “Make It Clear” seminar (taught by Dean), and they learned how to help 
their parishioners utilize the Biblical principles of repairing damaged and broken relation-
ships in the Biblical Counseling seminar (which I taught).  
 As this year began, I spent a week with Melaku Abebe and his family in Ethiopia, Africa.  
During that week I saw a man who, by his nature, invests himself in everyone he meets.  The 

impact he has made for the Lord in the lives of people all around him is evident!  What an honor it was to experience the 
Lord’s hand in his life. He has recently started The Way Primary School in Meki where kids attend who would otherwise 
have no opportunity for attending a school.
 Over the summer I worked with Francisco Caldera in Nicaragua, Central America.  This was the third time in two 
years I was privileged to see how hard Francisco works to further the ministry of CrossWay International.  He has a 
passionate burden to reach lost souls for Christ, and works tirelessly toward that end.
 And only last month I returned from Kenya, Africa, where Ken Gatithi was my host.  He was also my guide to 
numerous CrossWay ministry sites he works with – a water well drilling site on the grounds of a school, another school 
where we support over 50 blind students, and some of the local churches where CrossWay International has provided 
solid training in Biblical truths.
 Each of these men  have paved the way for me to minister to about two hundred pastors in Africa and Central 
America, training them in Biblical counseling, evangelism, and church leadership.  I’m honored to work with each of them, 
and they are certainly worthy of your prayers and financial support.  Their support needs run from $300 to $500 a month, 
and none of them are fully supported at this time.  Since they live outside the U.S., it is very difficult for them to connect 
with prayer and support partners.  So Debbie and I would like to offer this as our Christmas gift suggestion.

Gary and Marcia’s Gift Suggestion - 
Pastor Training Materials

 As a pastor for fifteen years, I know how important a pastor’s library is to 
his ministry.  I’ve invested thousands of dollars over the years to build a library 
that has been invaluable to me.  Whether it’s commentaries to help me understand 
difficult Bible passages, maps to locate the critical events, or even that perfect 
quote that reinforces the truth of God’s Word, my library has given clarity to my 
sermons and wisdom to my counsel as a pastor.  I can’t imagine doing ministry 
without good pastoral resources. 
 But as CrossWay International’s Training Director, I am working to equip 
pastors in places where even a Bible is a luxury.  The training that we provide 
these pastors makes a huge difference in the skill they need to lead their 
churches.  A carpenter or mechanic may have the skills, but they need the tools of 
their trade to use those skills.  So it is with a pastor.  This is why I feel it is so 
important that every pastor we train be given some basic tools to go along with 
their training.  I want every pastor attending a CrossWay International Pastors 
Conference to receive a Study Bible and a CrossWay Gift Cube (approximate cost $35 for each pastor).
  In order to achieve this, I have two options.  I can increase the cost that our conference teachers 
must raise to go and train pastors, or I can ask our supporters to help.  At Christmas we celebrate the Word 
made flesh, the birth of Christ.  I can think of no better way to honor Him than to help those called to minis-
ter the Word.



Dean and Joan’s Gift Suggestion - 
Water Well Drilling Rig

 As we move forward in our water well drilling ministry, we are asking you to pray about a new challenge we are facing 
in Kenya.  We have been active in various provinces in this country, but the province with the greatest need is the drought 
stricken Eastern Province.  Right now we have requests for around 10 wells in this one region.  We have been able to drill a 
few in this basic location, but face equipment challenges due to the depth of the water and the hardness of the rock.  The last 
well we tried to drill (in Kyaani), was especially difficult.  The water was estimated to be at 100 meters but the rock was 
granitized and we could only get down 24 meters.  At this point our bit was firmly stuck, requiring us to use a block and tackle 
to get it out.  So we are facing the harsh reality that our equipment, although suitable for some regions, simply cannot do the 
job in the drought stricken area of Kenya, which needs it the most.
 So what do we do?  We could proceed in the other less needy areas 
with our present equipment, which we are doing.  Or we could prayerfully 
consider also purchasing a new and more powerful rig for around $185,000, 
which is built onto a truck with its own compressor and capable of such 
drilling conditions.
 The result of these wells is amazing from a spiritual perspective.  
Just to give you a short update, this past calendar year, we had more than 
650 individuals, in Kenya alone, make a profession of faith.  They had 
understood for the first time that salvation was by grace alone, apart from 
their good works.  What a joy it is to hear and see the lost who have a chance 
to hear the gospel and trust in Christ alone who died for their sins and rose 
again.
 So Joan and I would like to offer this, for your prayerful consider-
ation, as our gift suggestion - a donation to put toward a new rig in Kenya.

 Our passion in Nicaragua is Women’s Ministry and Children’s Ministry. 
We do not desire or pray for a lot of “stuff” for the children of Nicaragua, as 
they don’t need it.  However, we would love to see the churches be able to 
give each child their own Bible, so we are always in desperate need of Bibles.  
Not necessarily a full Bible but something that has pictures in case the kids 
can’t read, stories with pictures of what Jesus did when He was here on the 
earth. If you would like to help out with this, please send funds to CrossWay 
International as it is much easier to buy them there than to try to carry them with 
us…airlines and their baggage/weight limits, go figure.   
 We have also just received a report from Francisco in Nicaragua that the feeding 
center in Las Flores is doing well.  He says “The center is still holding strong with more needy kids 
being added to the groups. God is so good that He has provided a teacher for the kids, as they also are getting Bible 
study every Saturday morning. The boys from the feeding center have also formed a little league baseball team.”
 And in addition to the 700 orphans and needy kids at the four feeding centers in Nicaragua, CrossWay 
International is helping to support kids in Kenya, Liberia, and Ethiopia.  We have 50 blind kids in Kenya, 45 impover-
ished children who attend our newly started primary school in Ethiopia, and a number of kids in Liberia. 
 So this is our gift suggestion this Christmas - Support for Orphans and Needy Kids.  Merry Christmas from 
our house to yours!

Robert and Ann’s Gift Suggestion - 
Support for Orphans and Needy Kid



PrayerPraise
We pray that God will truly bless you for 
your part in all His work, whether through 
CrossWay International or your church or 
another ministry. We are all in this together!   
And may each of us enjoy the freedom we 
have in Christ to serve Him in and through 
so many ways.

We are so thankful to each one of you for all your prayers and 
support, which helps us all as a team achieve our passion of reaching 
out to the lost and hurting of this world. Yes, we are relieving the 
burden and pain of mothers who may need to walk as far as 5 miles to 
retrieve some kind of contaminated water. Or we may help feed and 
provide for close to 1,000 orphans and needy kids. These are all 
important but temporal in nature. The greatest work is to see God use 
us and these efforts to move a lost person from death to life and to 
see them come to know the joy of living a life to the full in a personal 
relationship with God. May God continue to bless us with many 
coming to faith in Christ alone each year as we labor together.

Christmas! Does the busyness ever get you down?  Sometimes it’s good to just stop … and reflect on all that this season 
should mean to each one of us. Yes, it is a time of giving and a time of sharing, a time of singing and a time of joy. But let’s all 
slow down enough to take time and remember how God tore open the heavens 
and sent His Son, not to condemn the world but to rescue it. The eternal God who 
is not limited by time, limited Himself and took upon Himself the image of a man. 
Does this still boggle your mind as it should? The all-powerful, invincible God 
became a human baby, the weakest and most vulnerable among us all … and for 
one purpose .  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, 
that whosoever trusts in Him, should not perish, but have eternal life.”  (This is 
found in God’s Word, the Bible, in John 3:16)  Christ died - that’s history.  Christ 
died and rose for me - that’s salvation!

Today, God is offering to you the best gift of all - Eternal Life through his Son, 
Jesus.  Will you accept His gift?  He will give it to you freely, if you will simply put 
your trust in Jesus as your way to Heaven.

A Gift for You -

Eternal Life
through

Jesus Christ
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