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. . .He has provided a solution 
to the problem of sin! 

Because God is 
motivated by His 

Love. . . 
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CUTTING THROUGH 
 THE CONFUSION 
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Have you ever wondered why people teach so many differ-
ent ways to: 
 A)  Have joy and true meaning in life? 
 B)  Know God personally? 
 C)  Go to heaven? 
 
What’s up with that? 
 
   Below are some of the phrases which you may 
have heard before: 

WHAT’S UP WITH THAT? 

Keep the Ten Commandments. 
 

Join the church and be baptized. 
 

Live a good life. 
 

Keep the sacraments. 
 

Or maybe you have heard some of these: 

Turn from your sins. 
 

Put Jesus on the throne. 
 

Say a sinner’s prayer. 
 

Invite Jesus into your heart. 
 

Give your heart to Jesus. 
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WHERE DO YOU GO FROM HERE? 

Just as you receive your salvation by grace, so is the Chris-
tian life lived by grace (Colossians 2:6).  The Christian life is 
not a set of rules or laws, but a personal relationship with 
God.  Here are some ways to maintain that deep, loving re-
lationship with God as He leads and guides you. 
 
First, we want to encourage you to read the Bible.  This is 
God’s Word to you.  Many suggest you start with the fourth 
book in the New Testament called John. 
Second, pray!  Prayer is simply talking to God, sharing all of 
your life with Him.   
Third, find and participate in a Bible-believing church in your 
area. Believers in Christ need to have close relationships 
with others and to learn more about ourselves and God in a 
church.  It is also a good place to learn to worship Him. 
Fourth, share this GOOD NEWS with others! 
 
 

1 Read Your Bible  2 Pray to God  

3 
Join a good 
church  4 

Share the GOOD 
NEWS 
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Question #3: 
If you died right now, do you have the confidence that 
you would go to heaven and be with God, your Father, 
forever? Is your place in heaven certain? 
 
Sometimes people will respond with the answer, "I think 
so."  But this is a wrong answer. It would be like someone 
asking you if you were human. Would you answer, "I think 
so?"  Of course not. You would say confidently that you are 
a member of the human race. In the same way, you can 
say with great confidence that you are now a child of God 
who knows his sin is forgiven, and his destiny is to be in 
heaven with God for all eternity. 
 
 In 1 John 5:13, John says he wrote this letter so that we 
who have trusted in Christ might KNOW we have eternal 
life (not because we are good enough, but because He 
was).  The only place where we can fully experience eternal 
life is with an eternal God in an eternal heaven because our 
sins were eternally forgiven. 
 
As a new believer, the assurance of your salvation (or being 
certain of going to heaven) is likely to be one of the first 
places where you may struggle. But learn to stand on God's 
Word, and memorize 1 John 5:13, which says:  
 
"These things I have written to you who trust in the 
name of the Son of God so that you may KNOW you 
have eternal life ..." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See also John 6:37, 39, and John 10:28, 29.) 
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After all, what do these phrases mean? They all say some-
thing different!  Are you as confused as most people are 
when you read all that?  Let me encourage you to find a 
comfortable chair, get a cold drink, and take 30 minutes to 
go through this booklet.  It is designed to clarify this impor-
tant issue: How you can know God personally and have 
true meaning, joy and purpose in your life.  After all, is any-
thing more important than that? 

Look to the Light within. 
 

Just believe in something. 
 

Pray to receive Christ. 
 

Repent. 

Accept Christ. 
 

Turn your life over to Jesus. 
 

Make Jesus Lord of your life. 

Are you confused yet? 
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 I want you to imagine a perfect world where there are no 
disagreements or tears, no fighting or crying, only joy and 
the deeply satisfying pleasure of one another’s friendship.  
Isn’t that what we all hunger for down deep in our souls?  
Most people have only had a small taste of such a beautiful 
existence, while others can only hope for it as an unrealistic 
dream. 
 
Would you believe that this was God’s intent for you from 
the very beginning?  Psalm 8 says that we were crowned 
with a special glory and honor from God Himself, who de-
sires a joyful, intimate relationship with Man. 
 
So what went wrong? 
 
First, we must understand the universal nature of sin in the 
world. Do you know anyone who has never lied or had a 
wrong thought or said an unkind word? This is what the Bi-
ble calls sin. Most of us know we are not perfect in every 
way. We may try to gloss over sins by simply calling them 
mistakes, but regardless of what we may call them, we 
have all done them.  So we stand guilty to varying degrees.  
We would not claim to be perfectly innocent in every way. 
The Bible states this very clearly in a number of places, 
such as Romans 3:23, which says that we all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God; also, Psalm 14 says 
that there are no perfect people, not even one. 
 
Then we need to understand God's view of our sinful condi-
tion and the resulting dilemma. Keep in mind that God is 
holy, without sin and perfect in every way. He wants a per-
fect relationship and fellowship with us, but this creates a 
dilemma.  How can a holy God have perfect fellowship with 
a sinful person?  
 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 
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X-Ray Questions 
 
Let me ask you three x-ray-type (diagnostic) questions 
just to make sure we are all on the same page. 
 
Question #1: 
 If God were to ask you what you were depending on 
to get you to heaven and bring you into a right rela-
tionship with Him, what would you say? 
 
By now, we hope you would not say, “My good life," or 
“Joining the church.”  Instead, we hope you would say 
that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone who died for 
your sins and rose from the dead. 
 
Question #2: 
Why should we do any kind of good works then, if 
they do not help us get to heaven? 
 
How do good works fit into all this?  Again, good works do 
not equal heaven, but good works express our gratitude 
to God. It's important that we keep this straight in our 
minds. 
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? 
Have you trusted in Christ? 

Now the next part is extremely critical because it has to do 
with the only role you have in this entire process. 
 
Right now in the quietness of your heart, tell God that you 
want to change your mind and trust in Jesus Christ alone 
for your salvation.  Tell God you are not trusting in your 
good works, a religion, keeping the commandments, or any 
other thing, but only in Christ. 
 
If you have done that, my friend, then God has forgiven all 
your sins. He has given you the free gift of eternal life, and 
you are now a child of God forever. That is the Good 
News—in fact, the best news anyone could ever receive!  
From now on you can know God in a very personal way, 
and through Him you can have a life of meaning and joy 
that was not possible before.  It doesn't mean you won't 
have any more problems in life, but it does mean God your 
Father will help you through them all! 
 
To finish out your prayer to God, you might tell Him thank 
you for His free gift. Ask Him to lead and guide you in the 
coming days.   
 
(Keep in mind that saying a prayer does not save you — 
only trusting in Christ does.) 
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The Barrier 
that  

Separates 
Man from 
God is . . .  

 
 

SIN 

 
Sin is a huge barrier.  Without a solution to this "sin prob-
lem," we are doomed to be separated eternally from God 
in a place of suffering and anguish. 
 
Romans 6:23 says that the payment for sin is death, and 
this “death” refers to spiritual death and eternal separation 
from God.  Just as in physical death the human spirit is 
separated from the physical body, so in spiritual death the 
human spirit is separated eternally from God. 
 
The question naturally arises: What do we do with such a 
dilemma? 
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Many think they can fix this problem themselves. This is, in 
fact, what many religions teach.  If you just work hard 
enough and somehow gain favor with God, surely He would 
overlook some of your "mistakes" in life and let you into His 
perfect heaven!  Many people work hard and attempt to 
save themselves. They say, "I know, I'll pray more, or go to 
church more regularly, or treat those around me more 
kindly, or be baptized…” and the list goes on and on. But if 
God overlooked and allowed one sin into heaven, it would 
violate His character of justice and holiness. In fact, even 
the best we can do is considered filthy rags by God (Isaiah 
64:6) and dung or rubbish (Philippians 3:8). 

All of our human efforts fall short of what is needed to reach 
God; a complete and perfect payment must be made which 
satisfies the justice and holiness of God. 

WHAT IS MAN’S SOLUTION? 

19 

 

? Now What? 

Now at this point, you might be thinking, "Okay, but it still 
seems a bit fuzzy to me."  Well, we can understand that. If 
you have been bombarded with all kinds of confusing mes-
sages and unclear phrases, then this message of God's 
Gospel of grace may seem very radical to you. 
 
Perhaps at this point you want a bit more help. We can't 
trust in Christ for you, but we can show you the thought pro-
gression of many who we have seen come to faith in Christ. 
Let us show you what we mean. 
 
As you sit in your chair, tell God in the quietness of your 
heart and mind (He can hear your thoughts now) that you 
understand and agree that you have sinned.  Say some-
thing like, "God, I know I'm not perfect.  I'm a sinner." 
 
Then again in the quietness of your heart and mind, tell 
God that you understand there is a severe penalty for even 
the smallest of sins, which is to be eternally separated from 
God in a place of eternal suffering and anguish. Say that 
quietly to God. 
 
Then, once more, in the quietness of your heart and mind, 
tell God that you now understand that Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, died on the cross for your sins in your place, and 
then He rose again from the dead. 
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? How do we make this decision? 

IT’S DECISION TIME 
 
It’s time to ask the most important question of all and see if 
you feel comfortable at this point making a life-changing de-
cision. Are you ready to change your mind and do specifi-
cally and exactly what God is asking you to do to have your 
sins forgiven? This is His way and His requirement for you 
to know Him personally and open the door to a life of true 
joy and meaning. 
 
You've gone through the concepts above, and the facts 
have all been laid out for you. If you understand and agree 
with them, there is only one thing left to do: 
 

Trust in Christ alone to forgive all your sins. 
 
By now you should realize that your efforts, your goodness, 
and your ability to reform your own life play no role in this 
matter of forgiveness.  You must put your trust in Jesus 
Christ alone, who died on the cross in your place to forgive 
your sins and then rose from the dead. Christ did the work. 
 
When we trust in Him and His work, our sins are forgiven. 
This payment Jesus made for our sins satisfies God's jus-
tice and holy character. 
 
Through this new relationship with God through our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, we find true joy and meaning in life. It is with-
out a doubt the most wonderful experience! 
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Jesus 
bridged the gap between 
 Holy God and sinful Man. 

? How did Jesus accomplish this? 

WHAT IS GOD’S SOLUTION? 
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The word Gospel means Good News.  God's Word, the Bi-
ble, says that the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
(Romans 1:16). (“Salvation” refers to having our sins for-
given.)  The Gospel deals with the forgiveness of sin.  Many 
Christians have suffered and died for this Gospel through 
the centuries.  It must be an important message if people 
are ready to die for it, wouldn't you think? 
 
So what exactly is this Good News? You find its two basic 
elements throughout the Bible, but it is clearly and most 
fully set out in 1 Corinthians 15:1-5, where the apostle Paul 
writes that Christ died for our sins and rose on the third day: 
 
"Now I want to remind you, brothers, of the Gospel which I 
shared with you, and that you accepted and in which you 
trusted.  By this Gospel you are saved if you hold on firmly 
to the message I preached to you... Otherwise you are 
wasting your time. For what I received I passed on to you 
as of first importance: That Christ died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He rose on 
the third day according to the Scriptures and that He was 
seen ..." 
 
 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 
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By grace alone, 

through faith alone, 

in Christ alone. 

Is It Through Christ ALONE? 
 
Sometimes people ask, "Are you saying that our salvation 
comes through trusting in Christ ALONE?"  The answer is 
that it is Christ Himself who makes that claim in the Bible. In 
John 14:6, Jesus says, "I am the way and the truth and the 
life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.”  (See 
also Acts 4:12, which says there is no other name by which 
we are saved than the name of Jesus.) 
 
In addition, we find more than 160 verses in the New Testa-
ment that clearly say a person has his sins forgiven (or is 
saved) through trusting in Jesus Christ. In fact, the book of 
John has some 98 occurrences of the word "to trust” (or  
“believe”).  The very theme of the book of John is to bring 
others to this awareness and saving knowledge. In John 
20:31, we read that John wrote this book that you might 
trust in the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that through trusting in His name you might have life. You 
see, when a person trusts in the name of Jesus (which 
means "He saves"), then his sins are forgiven; this guaran-
tees him eternal life as a free gift with the certainty of 
heaven someday. It also opens the door to having a full and 
meaningful personal relationship with God and a real and 
full life! Isn't that what we are all looking for? 
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One way to make sure you understand this issue is to an-
swer the following question.  In the circle below, write the 
object of your faith or what you are trusting in to have all 
your sins forgiven and enter heaven someday.  What is the 
object of your faith or trust? 

If you entered anything but Jesus Christ (who died for your 
sins and rose again from the dead), then you have not yet 
understood exactly what God is asking you to do to have 
the full forgiveness of your sins.  Earlier, we saw that we 
have a role to play in this process of our salvation, and it's 
not to save ourselves by our good works, living a good life, 
or joining a church.   
 
It is simply to put our trust in Jesus Christ, who died in our 
place for our sins and then rose from the dead.  Jesus 
Christ did all the work on the cross and simply asks us to 
place our trust in Him for the forgiveness of sins. It's that 
clear! It's that simple! And it confounds the wisdom of this 
world! Do we have an awesome God, or what? 
 
There it is in a nutshell; but just to tweak it a bit more, let 
me clarify one more important point. 

WHAT IS THE OBJECT  
OF YOUR FAITH OR TRUST? 
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 Jesus Christ (who was God and came to earth in the flesh 
to live among men) died for our sins. This payment He 
made on the cross for sin was complete. The last words of 
Jesus Christ as He died on the cross were these: "It is fin-
ished" (John 19:30). The word used in the original Greek for 
"finished" refers to a payment made in full. The high value 
of His death payment for sin is also taught in Hebrews 
10:10, which says that we have been made holy through 
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. He 
only had to die once for sin because of the infinitely high 
value of His payment. It took this high value payment to sat-
isfy God's justice and holiness. 
 
It’s like having a friend ask you out to dinner, and after en-
joying the meal, he picks up the bill and pays the tip as well.  
You were his guest.  Now then, would you have to pay for 
the dinner, too?  Of course not.  He paid the price for you.  
In the same way, Christ paid the price for you as your sub-
stitute and in your place so that you would not have to pay 
the infinite price that you could not afford.  In Isaiah 53, we 
read that God placed the punishment for all our sins on Je-
sus Christ instead of on us.  In this way, Jesus is our substi-
tute. 
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So the first part of the Gospel is the fact that Christ died for 
our sins in our place. 
 
The second part of the Gospel is the fact that Christ rose 
again from the dead. 
 
We do not have a dead God but a risen King who is present 
and available for each of us today.  His resurrection from 
the dead proves He is God and that He has the authority to 
forgive sins.  When God became man in the person of 
Christ, He was no ordinary man, but rather the perfectly 
holy man needed for the complete and ultimate payment for 
all the horrible faults of the world.  
 
So this Christ, who was both perfect man and Holy God, 
who rose from the dead, is God's unique Son, the Person of 
God Himself.  The Bible calls him Jesus, and He is the One 
who has authority to forgive our sins. No one else can. 
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Faith 
(TRUST) 

 
IS THE WAY 

WE STEP ACROSS  

THE GAP BETWEEN  

GOD AND MAN  

AND RECEIVE THE 

GIFT OF ETERNAL LIFE 

OFFERED FREELY IN 

Jesus 

For example, you may believe that a chair is strong enough 
to hold you up, and you can stand next to it all day long and 
say, "I believe this chair can hold me up.”  However, not un-
til you actually sit down on it can you say you are "trusting 
in" the chair to hold you up. There is a fine line of difference 
between the two definitions of the word "believe,” but this is 
critically important; a person must trust in Jesus Christ to 
have his sins forgiven, not just agree with facts about Him.   
 
It's more than just believing that Christ lived on earth or un-
derstanding what we have discussed so far. It is more than 
just mental assent or agreement with some facts. Salvation 
involves a trust or reliance or dependence on Christ who 
died for our sins and rose from the dead. 
 
Therefore, the object of our faith, the One in whom we are 
trusting, is paramount. 
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We need to understand what it means “to trust” or “to be-
lieve.”  This is the only role that you have in this whole proc-
ess of having your sins forgiven. 
 
What does it mean, exactly, to believe?  The word "believe" 
in the New Testament is a translation from the word pisteuo 
in the Greek.  But the English word "believe" has two differ-
ent definitions that can create confusion. 
 
“Believe” has two basic meanings in English.  One is a wa-
tered-down meaning, as in the question: “Do you believe (or 
think) your wife is beautiful?" This is not the word "to be-
lieve" in the Bible. The word "to believe" in the Bible is not 
just to think something or agree with something, as in the 
question above, but it goes further. God is asking us to do 
more than just agree with Him about certain facts. 
 
The word “believe” in the Bible has two essential elements: 
1) To accept something as true, and then 
2) To trust in that object. 
 
It goes beyond "a casual agreement that perhaps some-
thing is true" to a complete trust, a total dependence and 
reliance on Jesus Christ to save us.  So it is important to 
understand that to have faith or to believe according to 
God’s Word means to trust in, depend on, or rely on some-
thing or someone, not simply to agree with a statement. 

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE? 
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In Acts 20:24, Paul says he has the responsibility of pro-
claiming the Gospel of God's grace.  If our understanding of 
God's Gospel does not contain grace, it is not the Gospel of 
God. 
 
This word "grace" means an absolute, 100% free gift. Why 
is this word so important to emphasize?  Frankly, many of 
the phrases you read at the beginning of this booklet state 
or imply some kind of works as necessary on your part to 
have your sins forgiven. And what has the world taught us 
since we were children?  "There is nothing free in life. 
There's no free lunch!"  This may be true in many cases, 
but not in the case of the most important issue in life, the 
forgiveness of your sins. 

WHAT IS GRACE? 

Perhaps the following circles will help you think this 
through.  Which of these three circles represents how you 
believe you can have your sins forgiven and become ac-
ceptable to God? 

W = Works, or the good things that we do. 
G = Gift, or grace. 

W+G G W 
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Many people will choose the middle circle, or W + G. Well, 
they are right in not choosing the first circle, which suggests 
that Christ had no reason to die.  People could just work 
their way to heaven. If forgiveness is attainable by our own 
works, then it is certainly NO GIFT! The Bible says clearly 
in Romans 4:5 that salvation is not achieved by a man’s 
works, as well as in many other passages in the Bible 
(Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5; Romans 6:23; Galatians 2:16, 
21). 
 
The middle circle with W+G is also wrong.  Romans 11:6  
says that if salvation comes by grace or a free gift, then it is 
no longer by works; otherwise grace or a gift is no longer 
free.  It would be like someone buying you a car as a gift 
and then saying you had to work every day as a taxi driver 
and give him the profit.  Would that be a free gift?  Of 
course not! That would be a trick or a false gift. 
 
The only correct answer is the third circle—we have our 
sins forgiven as an absolute, 100% free gift. We read in 
Ephesians 2:8,9 that we are forgiven on the basis of a gift 
and not of ourselves; not by works so that no one can 
boast. 

W+G G W 

No Gift 
Romans 4:5 

False Gift 
Romans 11:6 

Free Gift 
Ephesians 2:8,9 

13 

 

 
This might help you understand how works fit into this pic-
ture: 
 

 Works  ≠ Heaven 

 Works = Thank you to God  

 

God wants us, of course, to do good works after we have 
trusted in Jesus, but we need to realize that our works have 
no part in the forgiveness of our sins.  Our good works are 
just one way of showing our appreciation to God for what 
He has done. 

What about works, then? 

But at this point, God is asking you to do something in re-
sponse to what Christ has already done for you on the 
cross.  It is your role to take the next step.  But what exactly 
is it that God wants you to do; what is your role? 

It’s like “Do” versus “Done.”  It’s not our works that we “do” 
that take away our sins, but it’s the work that Christ has al-
ready “done” on the cross.   

DO vs DONE 


