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“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,  
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus  

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 
Ephesians 3:20–21 

Dear Friends and Family, August 2012 
 
As I have trained pastors on how to clearly present the Gospel, 
my goal has been limited to helping them more effectively lead 
people to trust in Christ.  Also, I had hoped that what I taught 
might be transferred to members of their churches, so that 
they too might become better witnesses.  But prior to the 
Nicaraguan Pastors Conference, I had no idea that God had 
an even more exciting application for my teaching.   
 
I included an invitation to trust in Christ alone at the conclusion of the conference.  To my amazement, eight pastors responded that for 
the first time in their lives they clearly understood the Gospel and were trusting in Christ alone for the gift of eternal life!  They left that 
day, not with just some ministry tools to help them become better pastors, but with the Holy Spirit indwelling and empowering them.  
Talk about transforming someone’s ministry… 

 
But that’s not the only amazing thing God did on this trip.  He put 
together an awesome team to minister alongside me.  This included 
two great Bible teachers to work with me at the Pastors Conference.  
Bruce McIntosh is a biblical counselor from York, Pennsylvania, who 
has been on staff with CrossWay International for years.  Michael 
Bannon is a pastor and radio Bible teacher from Naples, Florida.  He 
has worked with CrossWay International before in Nicaragua.  I 
learned a lot from these men, not only from what they taught, but also 
from their experience in teaching pastors.   
 

This was also my first opportunity to work alongside CrossWay 
International founder, Dean Chollar, and missionaries Robert and 
Anne Messier in the field.  Our team also included a number of youth 
and college students who did a 
fantastic job ministering to 
Nicaraguan children and 
helping with the Pastors 
Conference.  In all we saw 
over 300 Nicaraguans trust in 
Christ alone for their salvation 
during this trip! 

 
One of the most profound 

experiences I had during this trip was 
while visiting the oldest church on the mainland of the American continent, located in Granada, 
Nicaragua.  It is still in use by the Catholic Church.  While the building and furnishings were 
fascinating, what struck me most were the worshippers.  I was deeply moved as I observed a 
man praying at a lavish altar.  What caught my attention was how the iconography of this alter 
was focused on Christ’s death and burial, not the resurrected Lord.  The Nicaraguan people 
know who Jesus was.  But most lack a relationship with the living Christ, because the clear 
Gospel message has been clouded by ritualism and religion.  The fields of Nicaragua are ripe 
for harvest. 
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Since I’ve returned to the USA, I’ve been thinking a lot about what I’ve learned and the opportunities that 

I’m seeing.  While I was in Nicaragua, I received a plea from the President of the Pastors Convention 
of Managua for CrossWay to train 300 more pastors as soon as possible.  I’ve also been trading emails 
with a pastor asking for me to help him train 40 pastors of churches he has planted in the state of 
Orissa, India.  According to one book I’m reading, on average 178,000 new people trust in Christ every 
day in our world.  India alone is reporting over 100,000 converts monthly.  Daily, 20,000 Africans are 
added to the Body of Christ.  Yet 85% of the churches in the world are led by pastors that have no 
formal training in theology or ministry.  CrossWay International is part of explosive growth in the 
Kingdom of God, but this growth is resulting in a desperate need for trained pastors.  In response to 
these opportunities I have begun the process of developing a strategic plan for CrossWay’s 
International Training Ministry, which I direct. 
 
In my first 6 months as a missionary, God has supplied almost 40% of the monthly support I need.  
While that might not seem like much, it usually takes about 2 years for a faith based missionary to 
become fully funded.  I’m encouraged by my growing family of ministry partners.  But even when I am 
fully supplied, I cannot do everything.  I need to focus upon doing the best things.  By developing a 
strategic plan, I can be a faithful steward of both the resources and opportunities I have.  Please pray 
that God will lead me in this process to discern His will. 
 

Dean just informed me that he would like to include me on a trip to Tanzania he is setting up to teach at 
a Pastors Conference.  This conference would take place near the end of November or first week in 

December in the town of Sanga Sanga where we recently finished a water well.  This all depends on the Lord raising up my needed 
support and making the way possible. It will create an opportunity for one or two pastors/instructors to go as well, in case any of you 
might have an interest. In October I will be leading both a teaching and a medical team to Ethiopia.  In January it’s back to Nicaragua 
for more teaching and outreach ministry.  Soon, I’ll be visiting Liberia.  Meanwhile, I have trips planned to visit New Mexico and Dallas, 
Texas, in the next couple of months to share my ministry with new friends.  Please pray that God will use these as opportunities for me 
to grow spiritually and to build up His Kingdom. 
  

 
One last thought.  One of the blessings of sharing my ministry with you has been the opportunity to build relationships.  I hope some of 
you will one day join me on a mission trip.  I would love to help your church become more mission aware or evangelistically equipped.  I 
would welcome your questions or suggestions about what I do.  But most of all, I want to hear about what God is doing in your life and 
pray with you about your needs and opportunities to serve God. 
 

In Christ, 

 
Gary P. Jones 

 

Praise items: 

1. Praise the Lord for 40 percent of my needed monthly support for the past 6 months 

2. Praise the Lord for our successful move from Camp Wood to Boerne, Texas  

3. Praise the Lord for the 8 pastors that trusted in Christ alone in Nicaragua 

Prayer Items: 

1. Pray for our upcoming Pastors Conference in Ethiopia (October 24 –November 5)   

2. Pray for some more contacts of churches and individuals that might partner with us  

3. Pray that God will provide the needed support for the Pastors Conference in Tanzania later this year 
 


