
 
 
Pointing the Way to the Cross Internationally   

 

Getting Fit 

“I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 
Philippians 4:13 

Dear Friends and Family, February 2013 
 
I hope that each of you had a blessed Christmas season and are excited about the year ahead.  I can’t believe that it is February, and 
how full my calendar is already.  God is opening doors for ministry at a pace that I can hardly comprehend, let alone understand how I 
can accomplish.  He is teaching me how to trust in His power, and not my abilities. 
 
One example of this is my health.  When I answered God’s call to serve with CrossWay 
International, it was with a conviction that I would need to lose some weight in order to 
be able to handle the physical challenges of this ministry.  While I initially tried to get 
more exercise and watch my diet, those good intentions did not result in any real 
results.  However, I did continue to pray daily for God’s help in this need.  When I had 
all but given up, God started taking control.  My doctor heard about a study for which I 
qualified that offered to pay all costs for me to attend Weight Watchers for one year.  
While there was only a 50-50 chance that I would be chosen, God made sure of it.  
After some immediate weightloss, I reached a plateau, where I realized that I needed 
to start a regular exercise program, if I wanted to continue making significant 
progress.  God was ready for this.  A man in my Sunday School class owns a Pilates 
fitness center, and God moved him to offer me free training twice a week.  And 
because God is making these things happen, it’s working much better than when I 
was trying to do it on my own.  I’ve lost over 25 pounds!   
 

Another way that God is making things happen in in opening doors with churches.  With the exception of a 
couple of Sunday School classes, all my support has come from individuals.  While this will likely always be the 
case, having a few supporting churches could really have a major impact on my ability to fund the ministry 
opportunities that are available to me.  At present, I have to be very selective of where I go and how many 
pastors I am able to train.  My next overseas trip probably won’t happen until later this summer, primarily 
because of finances.  But God is at work here too.  I’ve been invited to teach the Make It Clear! seminar at two 
local churches.  This will give me the opportunity to form deeper relationships with the members and staff of 
these churches, which may lead to being considered when they plan their missions giving.  I’ve also been 
invited to preach a revival and speak at two churches in Arizona this spring.  And when I visit Florida in April 

and North Carolina in May, supporters who attend megachurches in those states are at work trying to set up opportunities for me to 
meet with their mission committees.  
 
Since my last letter, I have been able to lead another Pastors Conference in Nicaragua.  This was in the mountain town of Diriamba.  

On this trip I had the opportunity to work with three pastors, with whom I had not previously 
ministered.  Joe Falkner and Allen Mann are pastors at 
Ponderosa Bible Church in Peyton, New Mexico.  Joe 
taught about the biblical view of relationships, focusing 
specifically on the pastor and the church.  Allen gave the 
25 pastors attending a crash course in Christology, the 
biblical doctrines concerning the nature and ministry of 
Christ.  Our third teacher was Al Moon, a businessman 
from the Dallas area that Dean and I had met at a Free 
Grace Alliance conference there.  Although he is not 
currenttly a pastor, he is an excellent Bible teacher, who 

taught the pastors the process necessary to correctly interpret the parables of Jesus.  As usual, my 
focus was on teaching on methods of evangelism and the clarity of the Gospel.   

Allen Mann Teaching in 
Diriamba, Nicaragua 

Al Moon Answering a 
Pastor’s Question 
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Unlike my last Pastors Conference in Nicaragua, we were able to 
provide each of the Nicaraguan pastors a Spanish Study Bible.  
I want to thank those of you who contributed specifically for this, 
and to encourage future support for this need.  I especially want 
to thank Rachael Mann, the eight-year-old daughter of Pastor 
Allen Mann, who spent all of her Birthday and Christmas money 
to buy ten Study Bibles for this Conference.  And according to 
her dad, this was entirely her own idea.  
 

I am also blown away by the magnitude of fruit that God is 
producing through CrossWay International in Nicaragua.  Our Field Director, Francisco Caldera, is 
ministering in prisons, at national sporting events, and with hundreds of children.  He is also overseeing 
the construction of our new Pastor Training/Office facility near Masaya.  When this building is completed, we will be able to train 
pastors without having to bear the costs of lodging the teachers and renting a meeting space.  And God has provided this facility 
through donations of land and funds outside of the support that I receive for the Pastor Conference ministry. 
 
As I mentioned above, my next planned Pastors Conference will likely be this summer, also in Nicaragua.  The unique situation in 
Nicaragua would be best addressed by holding a joint Pastors and Pastor’s Wives Conference.  But to do this will require that I find a 
couple of women Bible teachers.  Just as one does not have to be a pastor to teach pastors, one doesn’t have to be a pastor’s wife to 
teach pastor’s wives.  I’m praying that a godly woman reading this letter will be led by the Holy Spirit to consider teaching at this 
conference.  Please join me in prayer, and ask God if He wants you (man or woman) to be a part of this ministry. 
 
And please pray for me as I walk through the doors that God is opening in the coming months.  Pray that I will always see that God is 
the One who will supply all my needs.  My goal is to give God the glory for what he is doing at CrossWay International and through me, 
and to trust Him to work through whomever he chooses to support me in whatever way they can and that He desires.  Thank you so 
much for your prayers and encouragement. 
 
 

 

 

In Christ, 

 
        Gary P. Jones 
 
 

Praise items: 
1. Praise the Lord for the 25 pounds lost. 

2. Praise the Lord for what He accomplished during our trip to Diriamba, Nicaragua. 

3. Praise the Lord for the churches that have invited me to teach and preach. 

Prayer Items: 
1. Pray for safety on our upcoming trips to Arizona, Florida, and North Carolina. 

2. Pray for our support needs so that we can continue to train international pastors. 

3. Pray that God will help me continue to lose weight and improve my health. 

Sacrificial Giver 
Rachael Mann 

Joe Falkner and the 
Diriamba Pastors 

Sacrificial Giver 
Rachael Mann 

Pastors Equiped with 
Study Bibles 


