
In the year and a half since I became a faith-based missionary with CrossWay Inter-
national, I have felt truly blessed in so many ways. Through the prayer and financial 
support that I have received from many of you, I have been privileged to go and do so 
many things. This prayer letter is overflowing with experiences that God has given me 
through the generosity of His people. 

While God requires nothing of me but faith, I feel a deep debt of gratitude toward 
those He inspires to invest in my work. I am but a conduit, a garden hose through which 
you supply the water of the grace entrusted to you, to a grace-thirsty world. We are both 
motivated by our desire to glorify God, but I have the privilege of being present when it 
happens. 

My hope for this prayer letter is to share with you the some of the fruit that I have 
experienced, delivering the Living Water which has overflowed to me out of your gra-
ciousness. Through me, you were there. Please allow me the opportunity to share with 
you the harvest we have reaped. 

The Privilege of Being Sent 

Keeping the Home Fires Burning 
In my last prayer letter I wrote of the opportunity I would have to teach the Make It 

Clear! Seminar at Currey Creek, our local church home in Boerne. Although it was de-
layed by a week, due to my trip to Mexico, this class is now underway. And God is using 
this in an awesome way. Those attending seem very excited about what I’m sharing and 
they are talking to me and others about how we might use this teaching in other venues of 

the church. Not only are 30+ church members being equipped to more creatively and effectively share the gospel, but I am 
finally finding ways to serve my local church, despite my busy travel schedule. 
Please pray for doors to continue opening at Currey Creek for me in our Missions, 
Pregnancy Care Center, and Discipleship ministries. 

And pray that I will have opportunities to do similar ministry in other churches. 
Pastor Charlie McCall of Boerne Bible Church recently invited me to preach at his 
church. Although I’d visited this church before and met some of the people there, it 
was a great privilege for me to minister the Word of God to them and share my 
ministry among them. Since this is also the church that CrossWay CEO Dean 
Chollar and his wife Joan attend, they were there and encouraged me in my 
preaching.  

If you are a church ministry leader and would like me to preach, teach, or in 
any way assist you in ministry, please contact me. It would be my pleasure to 
serve.  

International Training Director with CrossWay International 

Keeping Up with the Joneses 

October 2013 

“And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, 
and then by the will of God also to us.” 

2 Corinthians 8:5 
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The 300 

The first time I visited Nicaragua, our Field Director there, Francisco Caldera, informed me of a request that he had 
received for CrossWay International to train 300 church leaders in the capital city of Managua. This training would include 
both men and women. I later asked to meet with some of these leaders to discuss the logistics and topics for this training. 

In late July and early August we began this task with our first Men's and Women's Conference. Pastors Dave Smith of 
Northwest Community Church in San Antonio, Texas, and Steve Penick of Sunset View Baptist Church of El Mirage, Ari-
zona, assisted me with the men. CrossWay International missionary Ann Messier was our only women's teacher, due to 
the illness of the other teacher we had scheduled. I taught both the men and the women on the subject of evangelism. And 
at the end of the conference, after I clearly explained that God promises a 
place in heaven as a free gift to all who will trust in His Son Jesus, 3 of the 75 
church leaders indicated that they were trusting in Jesus alone for the first time. 

Also, during the conference, I was invited to go on television to speak 
about the work that CrossWay International is doing in Nicaragua. This pro-
gram was broadcast live via satellite to six countries in North, South, and Cen-
tral America. After answering a few questions, the moderator offered to let me 
share anything I wanted with the viewers, so I pulled out the CrossWay Gift 
Cube and shared the gospel. Only God knows how many lives were eternally 
transformed that morning. 

I want to thank Dave, Steve, and especially Ann for their excellent teach-
ing, and those who supported them financially and in prayer for helping me take 
the first bite out of the 300 person challenge. Our next Men's and Women's 
Conference is scheduled for April 2014. If you would like to participate, I need 
to hear from you immediately. I especially need women willing to help teach the 
women. You don't need a seminary education, just a heart for women and a gift 
for teaching. Contact me at gary@gocrossway.org if you can help on this next 
trip or in the future.  

The Orient Express 
A few weeks before my departure to Nicaragua, I received an invitation to teach at a Church Leadership Conference in 

Baganuur, Mongolia. At first it didn't seem possible for me to go, because of the timing of my Nicaragua trip. When I was 
ready to give up, God stepped in. Not only did He provide the funding, but He found me a flight that made the schedule 
work. It was tight, but on the same day I was to return to San Antonio from Nicaragua, there was a plane leaving 4 hours 
later that would get me to Mongolia on the day before the conference. If there were no delays returning from Nicaragua 
through Houston to San Antonio (never a certainty with the weather in Houston), Marcia could meet me at the airport with 
a suitcase of clean clothes, and it could work. By faith, I ordered my tickets and asked everyone to pray for no delays. And 
God answered those prayers! 

When I arrived in the Mongolian capitol of Ulaanbaatar, the rest of the team was already there. The trip organizer, 
David Beckett is a member of our church in Boerne, and a fellow graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary. He has been 
working with a group of former students he had led to Christ while serving as a missionary in South Korea. Since graduat-
ing, these Mongolian Christians have returned home to a country that has only been open to the gospel since the break-up 
of the Soviet Union about 20 years ago. During that time the church has taken root and is growing at a rate of over 20% 
per year. And those former students of David are advancing in their careers to positions of great influence in Mongolia. 

Steve, Dave, and I on the 

edge of an active volcano 



The next morning, I boarded a bus with several of 
those young Mongolian Christians and another Texan, 
Terry Taylor, who was the other teacher for the Leader-
ship Conference. It took about 4 hours on a very bumpy 
road to reach Baganuur, where we walked to the church of 
Pastor Amaraa, the Regional Director of the Mongolian 
Evangelical Alliance. From there we travelled by vans and 
SUVs to a Ger (pronounced "gar" as in Gary) Camp along 
the Kherlen River.  A ger, sometimes called a yurt, is like a 
short wide teepee made with a wooden structure and cov-
ered with wool and canvas. Inside ours was two very hard 
twin sized beds, a couch, chairs, an iron stove, and a non-
running water sink (fill a can on top with clean water that 
runs through a tap and into a basin that empties into a 
bucket below). The camp had two outhouses with only a hole in the floor, and the whole river for a bathtub. While it wasn't 
a five star resort, it wasn't the worst place I've stayed before. 

The Leadership Conference consisted of about 35 men and 
women from churches throughout the region. I taught on Spiritual Disci-
plines, such as prayer, Bible reading, accountability, and evangelism. 
Then I asked if there were any, who for the first time understood that 
heaven was a free gift from God, not by our good works, and were 
ready to simply trust in Christ alone? Three of them indicated that they 
were ready. We then concluded the Conference with a baptism service 
in the river. During the baptisms, a group of about 40 youth from Pastor 
Amaraa's church arrived for a youth retreat. I was invited to share the 
gospel using the CrossWay Gift Cube that afternoon, and two of them 
trusted in Christ. I then had a day off, so I took my translator with me 
and tried to catch some Mongolian trout in the river, but we were 

thwarted by a thunderstorm. The last day of the youth retreat Terry and I were asked to judge skits that the kids had devel-
oped. The winner was a group that used a Gift Cube to portray leading someone to Christ. 

Upon returning to Baganuur, the rest of the team headed back to Ulaanbaatar, while I was invited by three members of 
Pastor Amaraa's church to go on a three day camping and fishing expedition. Although they spoke no English and I spoke 
no Mongolian, I couldn't pass up this adventure. Mongolia is known for having the largest salmonoid species in the world, 
the taimen. This voracious fish can grow to over 5 feet in length. While preparing for our adven-
ture, the son of one of my guides was there, and he could speak English. His name is Daniel 
and when I shared the gospel with him using the CrossWay Gift Cube, he decided to trust in 
Christ. As we were loading the car to leave, I took a picture of Daniel sharing the Gift Cube with 
his younger brother. 

While I didn't catch any taimen, I did catch several 
lenok, another Mongolian trout species, which ranged from 
18 to 20 inches long. My Mongolian hosts prepared one for 
dinner in a soup, where they cut the fish into pieces, bones, 
skin, and all. It was a little hard to eat, but it tasted pretty 
good. 

Upon returning to Baganuur, I spent an evening with 
Pastor Amaraa and his family, getting to know them and 
discussing future opportunities I might have to train Mongo-
lian pastors. Then it was back to Ulaanbaatar, where David 
introduced me to several key Christian leaders in the Capital 
city. I'm hoping to return to Mongolia next summer to con-
duct a Pastors Conference and possibly continue my pursuit 
of the giant taimen. If you want to come along, please let me 
know.  

“Ger, Sweet Ger” 

Pastor Amaraa 

Baptizing 

“The Fish Whisperer” 
Daniel Sharing the Gift 

Cube with His Brother 



The Wall 
Rather than fly straight home from Mongolia, I decided to take an alter-

nate route. I booked passage on the Trans Siberian Railroad to Beijing, China. 
For thirty hours I watched the cities and countryside of Mongolia and China 
pass by my window. As we crossed from Mongolia to China the undercarriage 
of our entire train had to be replaced because of the different spacing of the 
rails in the two countries. That whole operation took about 3 hours. As we ap-
proached Beijing, I occasionally caught glimpses of the Great Wall of China off 
in the distance. 

When I arrived in China's Capital city, I felt alone in the largest city of the 
world. I knew no one there and had no one to talk to. As CrossWay Interna-
tional’s Training Director I must work in countries that each speak different lan-

guages. There is no way I could ever find the time to learn: Spanish, Swahili, Amharic, Mongolian, etc. Wherever I go, I 
must rely on interpreters. But since I wasn't teaching in China, I couldn't justify hiring one. As I got into a taxi and handed 
the driver the Hotel address printed in Chinese, I remembered my eyeglasses 
were still on the train! There was no way I was ever going to find my way 
back to recover them. Thankfully, I'd thought to pack an old pair as a backup. 

The hotel was a nice improvement over the ger, tent, and hostel I'd 
stayed in while in Mongolia. Thankfully the front desk people spoke enough 
English that I could exchange some money and ask about getting around the 
city. They pointed me toward the subway, which I soon mastered by finding 
my way to the Forbidden City. This is the former home of the Chinese emper-
ors, which was forbidden to anyone but the emperor’s family and servants. 
Today it sports a giant picture of former Communist leader Mao Tse-tung. A 
book of his teachings, commonly known as the Little Red Book, is the second 
most published book in history next to the Bible. In the late 20th Century 
about 99% of China’s population of 1 billion people were forced to read Mao’s 
Little Red Book. Today there are over 100 million Chinese Christians that are citizens of the New Jerusalem, open to all 
who have trusted in Christ. 

The next day I set out on a real adventure. I wanted to visit the Great Wall of China. Since it was a weekday, there 
were no group tours available. So I took the subway to the bus station and found the bus headed in the direction I wanted 
to go. However, to get to the Jinshanling section of the Great Wall, I had to hire a driver, who spoke very little English. Af-

ter about three hours of travel, I finally arrived. I then took a cable car up to the wall. A Chi-
nese woman was following me, and offered in good English to take my photograph as we 
approached the wall. She continued following me, answering questions and assisting me as 
we climbed treacherous staircases. When I stopped to rest, she produced a fan, which was 
very helpful in cooling me down. When I asked if I could pay her for assisting me, she in-
formed me that she sold souvenirs that I could buy after my visit. 

She explained to me that the wall had been built to keep the Mongols out of China. I 
found it fascinating that I was being shown this man-made wonder by a Mongolian woman. 
While this wall was impressive, 
it cannot compare to the wall 

we build between ourselves and God by our sin. While I was 
able to climb the Great Wall of China, none of us can ever 
climb the wall that separates us from God. Only Jesus 
Christ, by sacrificing Himself on the cross, could breach the 
wall of our sin. By simply trusting in Jesus, God not only 
gives us forgiveness and eternal life, He gives us the privi-
lege of guiding others over that wall. When I’d had all that I 
could handle of walking along the wall, my Mongolian guide 
showed me a shortcut back down to the entrance. I gladly 
purchased a tee-shirt, a book, and that wonderful fan.  

The Forbidden City 

The View from the Train 

The Wall of Separation 



South of the Border, Down Mexico Way 
While I was still in Mongolia, I received an email from a mem-

ber of my church’s missions team, inviting me to teach at a Chil-
dren’s Bible School in Mexico. After checking with my wife, who 
had hardly seen me in a month, my son-in-law, who is a US Border 
Patrol officer, and the leadership at CrossWay International, I ac-
cepted the invitation. So over the Labor Day weekend, I traveled 
with Bob Hudson and Eric Guajardo from Currey Creek Church to 
the headquarters of Way of the Cross Ministries in Harlengen, 
Texas, just across the border from Mexico. There we met up with 
the other four members of our team. The next morning we drove 
across the border and traveled about 100 miles to San Fernando, 
Mexico. We were to stay at an evangelism training center on the 

grounds of Abundant Life Orphanage, a ministry supported by Currey Creek Church. 
Upon arriving we helped set up a large tent, which would be the center of activities for the next two days of ministry. 

After dinner, there was a briefing by Bob on the plan, which included me presenting the gospel using the CrossWay Gift 
Cube to each child on the first day, and training their parents and pastors how to use the Gift Cube on the second day. 

The next morning about 75 children and 25 adults showed up for the Bible School. There was music, a testimony from 
one of our team, and a brief sermon by Pastor Jose Garza, who runs the orphanage and evangelism training center. Then 
they divided the kids into five groups that rotated among the various activities. Another local pastor translated as I pre-
sented the Gift Cube to each of the five groups. At least two-thirds of the children raised their hands, indicating that they 
were ready to trust in Christ for the gift of eternal life. The next day I was asked to share my testimony during the opening 
assembly. Then I met with the parents, grandparents, and some of the pastors of the children. I gave them each a Cross-
Way Gift Cube and taught them how to use them to share the gospel message. 
When we were done, I asked them if this was the first time that they had under-
stood that heaven was a free gift from God, given to anyone who was willing to 
trust in His Son. Five of these adults raised their hands and trusted in Christ. 

As soon as the Bible School ended, the American team headed back 
across the border. After almost a month of traveling, I was ready to go home.  

What’s God Going to Do Next? 
I was planning to go to Liberia, Africa in late October or early November. This is the only one of the four countries 

where CrossWay International has an ongoing ministry that I have not yet visited. But with all the traveling I’ve been doing,  
my ministry account just won’t allow me to go at this time. It would cost me between $4,000 and $5,000 to make this trip.  

In February of next year, I am hoping to lead a team of pastors back to Kenya. Since my last visit in April of 2012, I 
have had an open door to teach at the Ruiru Theological College. We are also planning some evangelistic events in con-
junction with the Moffat Bible College in Kenya. I am planning this trip in conjunction with Merle Admire, who is the man-
ager of CrossWay International’s Water Wells Ministry. So in addition to preaching and teaching, the team will also be visit-
ing some of the sites where CrossWay is working to supply clean water to communities where it has not been available 
before. If you are interested in going on this trip, I need to know by the end of October. 

In April of 2013, our newest CrossWay missionary, Allen Mann is planning a Youth Sports Camp in Nicaragua. At the 
same time, I am planning to do a Church Leadership Conference with the pastors and youth leaders that bring their youth 
to the camp. CrossWay missionary Ann Messier is also planning a Women’s Conference for the pastor’s wives and other 
women of the churches. Please contact me, if you would like to be a part of this multifaceted ministry event. 

And if the Lord provides, I am hoping to return to Mongolia next summer. This trip would be to train Mongolian pastors 
and might include a little fishing and a sightseeing excursion to China along the way. I could really use a Barnabas or Silas 
to help me build up the young churches of Mongolia.  

Note: All gifts to CrossWay International are tax deductible and by law are subject to the discretion and  

control of CrossWay International.  Please write Gary Jones’ Ministry on the memo line of your check. 



On a Personal Note 
Marcia and I continue to do well on our weight loss. Together we have lost over 125 

pounds. That’s a whole person. Our doctors are very pleased and continue to reduce or 
remove medications from our list. But we believe that 
God deserves all the glory for this, because He has given 
us the means and the motivation to make this happen. 

Marcia’s mother, Shirley Linington is coming for a 
visit during November and December. She is such a 
blessing when she comes, because she helps out with 
the cooking on those days when Marcia is working. She 
is also a professional seamstress, which will help salvage 
some of our wardrobes that no longer fit us. Please pray 
that she has uneventful flights as she travels from Florida 
to Texas next month.  

Update From 

Gary Jones 

Praise Items 

1. Praise the Lord for Marcia’s loss of 70 

pounds, Gary’s loss of 55 pounds. 

2. Praise the Lord for opening doors in 

Mongolia and Mexico. 

3. Praise the Lord for new ministry 

opportunities at our Currey Creek 

Church in Boerne.  

Prayer Requests 

1. Pray for funds needed for upcoming 

trips to Liberia, Kenya, and Nicaragua. 

2. Pray for pastors and Bible teachers to 

help teach at upcoming Pastors and 

Church Leaders Conferences. 

3. Pray that Marcia’s mother will have a 

great visit with us in Texas.  
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