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The Big 6-0! 

This year both Marcia and I reached a significant milestone. We both 
turned 60. While 60 doesn’t feel much different than 59, it is an occasion 

for some reflections on the changes of life. 
One’s 20th Birthday comes at the transition from childhood to adult. I 

remember feeling like a young bird getting ready to leave the nest and fly 

into the world, which I could see, but had yet to experience. I had so 
many goals for my life ahead, and I thought that my time had come. 

When I turned 40, I was ready for change. I had achieved most of the 
things that I’d wanted twenty years before, but I wasn’t satisfied. As a fairly new believer in Christ, my worldview had 
changed. My heart no longer sought the things of this world, but the things of God. Twenty years ago my family and I were 

busy making plans to leave our old life and enter a new life in ministry. 
At 60 it seems that we are once again focused on change. It’s been three years since I changed from pastoring 

churches to training pastors. Last month Marcia changed from nursing in the Emergency Room to a Gastroenterology Lab 

at the same hospital. It seems that the changes never stop. 
Change gets harder as we get older. But change is a fact of life. In fact life is change. When we stop changing, we stop 

living. Refusing to change is refusing to grow and experience abundant life. 

Christmas Celebrates Change 

When God the Son became a human child that first Christmas morning, everything changed. The immortal Son laid 
aside the eternal glory He shared with the Father and Spirit, to become a helpless Jewish infant. Both Son of God and Son 

of man, Emmanuel, God is with us. Angels rejoiced, a few shepherds and some pagan astronomers took note , but the world 
as a whole was totally unaware. The greatest event in history took place without most people even knowing about it. 

Two thousand years later, the world is preparing for another Christmas. While most know that the whoopla traces back 

to the birth of a baby that would become the focus of the Christian religion, most think of Christmas as a time for children, 
family, decorations, food, shopping, and gifts. 

Some of us will succeed in keeping our focus on Christ. As a child I thought of Christmas  like a second birthday. But 
when I trusted in Christ for the gift of an everlasting relationship with God, I realized that Chris tmas was His Birthday, no t 

mine. While we link the first Christmas gifts to the 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh, the most significant 
gift was from God. For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosever 

believes in Him would not perish, but have 
everlasting life. (John 3:16)  

This Gift changes everything. I have the 

privilege of sharing this Gift around the world. 
Everyone who trusts in Christ’s death as payment for 

their mistakes, and His resurrection from death as 
proof of His promises, instantly is changed into an 
ambassador of this good news (see 1 Corinthians 

15:1-5 and 2 Corinthians 5:17-29). Christmas is a 
tremendous opportunity for us to share this gift with 
others. 
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Moving Forward 

Thank you for supporting us with your prayers and gifts. We have much to be thankful for. Although I have only been 
able to make two overseas trips this year, they were awesome. In Liberia I was able to minister to over 1,000 people with 
the good news of Christ. With the disaster of Ebola bringing great changes in this destitute land, I am grateful to have had 

an opportunity to train and exhort Liberian Christians to hold forth the Light of the World in the descending darkness. 
Kenya faces other changes. There we were able to minister among AIDS patients, orphans, and the destitute. 

Additionally, we encouraged and trained church youth, Bible college students, and pastors to clearly present God’s Gift as 

an absolutely free gift. 
I just returned from trips to northern Texas, Oklahoma and Arizona to share my ministry and minister to various 

churches. Thanks to some of my faithful ministry partners, who opened their homes to me, I also enjoyed some great 
fellowship. In February of the coming year Marcia and I are planning to visit Florida. I have been invited to speak at a church 
and am hoping to spend time with our many friends and family while we are there. The planned dates are February 13 -27. If 

you want us to make specific plans to visit you or your church, let me know quickly. 
Thanks to your generosity, I am hopeful that God will allow me to be used to equip many pastors and church leaders 

around the world in 2015. I’m hoping to hold two Pastor Conferences in Ethiopia in March. But in order for this to happen, I 

need a couple of pastors/teachers to come with me. Time is short as there is much planning involved. Please pray that God 
will bring the teachers and funding that is needed. 

In June, a San Antonio church is planning for me to take their team to Nicaragua. In addition to training church leaders 

in the evenings, they are planning to help us break ground on an outdoor auditorium adjacent to our new Training Center. 
When this is completed, we will be able to hold conferences with 100-150 people at a time. 

There is also a trip to Kenya in the works for August. 
One of the Bible college students I met this past year is 
arranging a Pastors Conference in his hometown. I will 

need a couple of pastor/teachers for this trip also. In case 
you’re wondering, Kenya is thousands of miles from any 
cases of Ebola. It is a beautiful country, and a fertile field 

for the gospel of grace. 
And I am always open to helping anyone minister in 

Christ’s name, wherever God opens the door. From 

Mongolia to Mexico, from North Carolina to south Texas, 
God continues to take me where He is working. If I can 
help you become an ambassador for Christ anywhere in 

this world, please contact me. 
Whether spiritually, relationally, or physically, we 

cannot follow Christ and stay where we are. 
 

 

Praise Items Prayer Requests 

 For the greatest Gift, Jesus Christ, who changes 

lives forever.  

 Our new granddaughter, Coraline Isla Jones, who is 

due any day now. 

 Great visits with friends and churches in north 
Texas, Oklahoma, and Arizona. 

 Pastor/teachers to help me train pastors and church 
leaders in the coming year. 

 Marcia’s new, less stressful job in the 

Gastroenterology Lab.  

 For safety and open doors for sharing my ministry 

during our upcoming trip to Florida. 
 


