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Divine Appointments 

Have you ever been surprised by God? Every time I 
go on a mission trip, I have a plan. I know with whom I’m 
planning to work, where I will be, and what I hope to 
accomplish. I have to plan what equipment and materials I 
will be needing, and the funds that will be spent for travel, 
meals, lodging, interpreters, etc. A lot of planning goes 
into every trip. 

However, my plans aren’t nearly as important as 
God’s plans. He always surprises me with what I call 
“Divine Appointments.” Every trip is like a Christmas 
present from God that is opened as the trip progresses. I 
may have asked God for certain results, but He delights in 
doing the unexpected. 

For example, my November trip to Nicaragua 
contained several Divine Appointments. My primary goal 
was to train a couple of dozen church leaders to clearly 
share the Gospel. If this were the only accomplishment, it 
would be more than worth the time, planning, and 
resources that were invested. But God had much more on 
His agenda. 

The first surprise was that several of the conference 
attendees brought their children. I am always excited to 
see children and youth become equipped to share the 
Gospel. Jesus realized the importance of children when 
He admonished the Apostles to “Let the little children 
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 19:14) We often see 
children as the objects of ministry. But when they learn 
how to tell their peers about Jesus, the Gospel can be 
shared in ways beyond my comprehension.  

 
At the end of this conference God divinely appointed 

that seven of those attending would realize that they had 
never personally trusted in Christ alone for the gift of 
eternal life. These seven gratefully acknowledged that 
during this conference they stopped relying on their efforts 
to earn God’s love, and accepted it as a free gift.  

The next Divine Appointment began the day after my 
Evangelism Conference ended. We had planned to begin 
a Couples Conference, which was being led by another 
CrossWay Missionary. However, because of a flight delay, 
he did not arrive until after the conference was scheduled 
to begin. This meant that I needed to teach this group for 
half a day.  

On my final day in Nicaragua, God had another Divine 
Appointment planned. I had planned to visit a nearby jail 
to share the Gospel with the prisoners. During my 
previous trip to Nicaragua in January, I’d sent a couple of 
the members of my team to minister there, while I was 
teaching at our Training Center. They had a great 
experience, and I wanted to try my hand at evangelizing 
there. But rather than sharing the Gospel with prisoners, 
God had other plans. Earlier that day all the prisoners had 
been transferred to another facility. But God had a group 
of guards and their spouses there, ready to hear about 
God’s Gift of eternal life. All nine trusted in Christ that day. 

Evangelism Conference Attendees 

Witnessing at a Nicaraguan Jail 
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God’s Indescribable Gift 

2 Cor. 9:15 describes the Gospel as God’s 
indescribable gift. At Christmas we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus by giving gifts to others. Yet we often get so 
engrossed in shopping, decorating, traveling, etc., that we 
lose sight of the real gift. 

Like a child on Santa’s knee, we have little trouble 
expressing our desires to God. I also find this to be true in 
ministry. I ask God to use me in certain ways as I prepare 
to go where He leads and enables me to go. However, 
God always uses me in ways beyond anything I ask. 

The message of the Gospel is very easy to describe. 
Christ died for our sins and rose again on the third day (1 
Cor. 15:3-4). Whoever trusts in Christ will receive eternal 
life as a free gift (John 3:16; Eph. 2:8-9). Even a child can 
understand and share this simple message. What is 
beyond description are the ramifications of this gift. There 
is no limit to what God will do through those who are 
willing to share this gift with others.  

The Journey Continues 

During my first visit to Nicaragua nearly five years 
ago, I was told that a group of 300 pastors in the capital 
city of Managua was asking for training. While I was there 
last month, I was presented with a list of their names. It is 
my plan to return to Nicaragua in February to train the first 
25 of that 300. 

I have no idea why God has waited five years to begin 
this process. I also have no idea of how He plans to use 
this next conference to advance the spreading of the 
Gospel throughout Nicaragua and beyond. All I know is 
that God is in control and always doing more than I can 
imagine. 

Following my last visit to Nicaragua, I had the 
opportunity to travel to Peru. This was an exploratory trip, 
where I visited a mission facility high in the Andes 
Mountains. I met a number of people and saw the work 
they were doing in that amazing country. I am still praying 
and asking God to show me how I might be able to 
minister there in the future. 

I am also hoping that God will enable me to return to 
Kenya in the coming year. My last trip there was over a 
year ago, and I am eager to see what God is doing now. 
Travel to Africa is very expensive, but Kenya is on the 
front lines against the spread of Islam. God is doing 
amazing things there, and I am eager to be a part of His 
work there. 
 

 

 

Praises 

▪ For those who trusted in Christ in Nicaragua 

▪ 300 Managua pastors requesting evangelism 
training 

▪ Opportunity to visit Peru 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Requests 

▪ Our Nicaragua Field Director and his family are 
experiencing many trials. Please pray for their 
strength and protection. 

▪ Funding needed for upcoming trips to Nicaragua 
and Kenya (about $6,000) 

The Gospel: 
God’s Indescribable Gift 
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