
 

 

Pastor asking questions during a break 

Easter, 2016 
 
Happy Easter, everyone - Christ has risen! You are probably receiving this letter just af-
ter our March Easter in which we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Why is this 
important?  Because when Jesus rose from the dead, He proved that He had conquered 
death, and not the other way around - that His death on the cross to pay the debt of our 
sins actually worked!  Although people sometimes feel by doing good they kind of balance 

out their wrongs, Jesus did more than just offer a positive “balance” to be weighed against the negativ-
ity of our wrongs - He actually eliminated the eternal debt created by those sins!  So if He had not risen 
from the grave, the guarantee of being rescued from this world of sin to live with Him forever in Heaven 
would be absolutely meaningless! 
 
“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
are fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If our hope in Christ is for this life only, we are of all people most 
to be pitied.” - 1 Corinthians 15:17-19 

Nicaragua  As I told you in my last 
letter, I planned to go to Nicaragua in 
January to train church leaders in 
principles of biblical counseling.  A 
few days before I was to leave, my 
dear wife, Debbie, became ill with 
severe flu-like symptoms accompa-
nied with a racing heart and very 
high blood pressure.  Just as I was on 
the verge of cancelling my trip and 
taking her to the hospital, it quickly 
went away (in response to the 
prayers of many faithful brothers and 
sisters in Christ who were lifting us 
up to the Father).  I was able to go, 
and it proved to be very successful, 
Praise the Lord! 
 
The training class was very receptive 
to our teaching, asking a lot of intel-
ligent questions [When not teaching, 
we also visited a couple of prisons 
and a hospital where we shared our 
testimonies through the bars of the 
jail cells, and in a few hospital 
rooms.  We also delivered fans for 
the patients, and had 18 trust the 
Lord between the two. 

Class holding their completion certificates. 

7 men in this cell trusted 
Christ as their Savior! 

Donating electric fans to a hospital  



 

 

Missions Conference  In February I visited just outside Wash-
ington, D.C. to attend a missions conference at Chantilly Bible 
Church with Dean Chollar, CrossWay’s founder/CEO.  We both 
got to share what we’ve been up to recently.  Dean told them 
about a recent trip to Kenya where our CrossWay in-country 
missionary arranged for Dean to speak at 6 large school gath-
erings, and 2,000 people said they were putting their trust in 
Christ to save them after hearing Dean present the gospel - 
isn’t that FANTASTIC?  
 

Focus on writing  Right now I’m staying close to home and spending time on some of the writing I’ve 
allowed to slide for too long.  You’ll notice that along with this letter, I’ve also included a few extra 
pages.  This is a chapter of a  discipleship booklet I’m working on.  I’ve got five chapters pretty much 
completed, but I’m sending this one on The Two Natures along so you can see what I’m up to.  The 
booklet, entitled The Road Ahead, is in two sections, with the first set of chapters written like a 
teaching manual, and the second set written in quiz form. The two sets coincide with each other so 
that someone could teach it in a Sunday School class, using the first set of chapters as a teacher’s 
guide, and the quiz-style chapters as homework handouts.  Or an individual could go through it en-
tirely on their own.  I’m trying to make it as versatile as possible.  My hope and prayer is, of course, 
that it will prove to be useful in helping Christians become grounded in some of the fundamental doc-
trines of the Christian life.  Perhaps what I’m including here will even be useful for you - or someone 
you know. 

As is always the case, I’m asking that God’s blessings will be upon you.  Thank you for your contin-
ued prayers for me and my family as we make ourselves available to help others come to know the 
simple gospel message of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone. 
 
In His Service Together With You, 

 

Bruce  

Chantilly’s pastor—Milt Johnson between 
Dean and me 

Dean preaching in Kenya (Jan 2016) 
Clowning at lunch with a Chantilly family 
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