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Buenos Dias! 

It is 5: 30 Monday morning, April 15th, and I’m sitting in the airport in Managua, 

Nicaragua, waiting to board my flight to the USA.  I arrived Friday night, so this 

has been a short trip for me – but so much was accomplished by the Lord!   

About 3 months ago I was asked by CrossWay to develop a weekend conference 

for married couples.  Francisco Caldera, the CrossWay missionary in Nicaragua, 

reported there was a great need for Biblical teaching on Christian marriage.  I 

began researching books to use as a supplement to lessons I’ve learned 

conducting marital counseling over the years, and I chose “The 5 Love 

Languages” (from the popular Love Language  series) by Gary 

Chapman and a newer book, “Sacred Marriage,” by Gary Thomas.  

Both are Biblically sound and filled with useful, practical lessons to 

strengthen marriage relationships.  They are also available in Spanish, 

so I purchased enough copies to give as gifts to each couple.  The 

conference was limited to ten couples so it could be more informal 

and leave time to provide counseling, if desired.  We also decided to 

confine attendance to pastors and their wives so they could take the 

lessons they learned and pass them on to those in their church families – 

multiplying our efforts and getting the 

biggest bang for our buck!  We did have an 

uninvited guest at one point, however, a 

chicken wandered into the church to see 

what was going on!   

Speaking of bucks, this was an expensive conference for me – not really me, but for my 

missionary account.  The conferences I 

share in are, of course, paid for by the support received by all the 

missionaries who participate.  Since I did not go with a team this time 

but traveled on my own, and since CrossWay provides its conferences 

free of charge to those who attend, this conference was financed 

entirely out of my account:  my hotel stay, meals for the attendees, an 

honorarium for the church that provided the facilities, and the books I  



gave to each couple.  Each of the pastors and wives also received a nice study Bible as a gift.  They make very little 

money, and providing good Bibles for them is something we try to do  

whenever possible.   Now, giving you these details may sound like I’m asking you to send me money, but it’s actually my 

way of saying thanks for the support you’ve already given me – some of you 

regularly and sacrificially!  You made this trip possible, and I’m grateful to you for 

giving as you have! 

Your prayer support has been invaluable, too!  Yesterday, when I asked them how it 

went for them, many spoke at length about how valuable it had been, and how 

they learned to have a new appreciation for their spouses and for working together 

as married teams in the Lord’s work.  Interestingly, they also told me they could 

easily have had 30 pastoral couples attend instead of just 10 – that there were many others who wished they could have 

come!  They asked me to return as soon as possible to teach another couples’ 

conference just like it, so we’ll have to make plans along that line!  As I 

listened to these godly men and women speak about recommitting 

themselves to each other (and to the Lord), I was moved to tears.  It is 

humbling to see the Lord take something simple that I have prepared and use 

it in miraculous ways in the hearts of those who are open to Him!  Your 

prayers for this work have clearly produced spiritual fruit in the lives of these 

Christian leaders who will multiply your fruit as they minister to others.  Thank you, again!  

Even though I was only here a short time, Francisco had time to take me to 

one of the water wells CrossWay had drilled for a local community.  Clean 

water is in such short supply here that some families have one member 

whose primary job is to obtain water each day.  By providing wells like this 

one, CrossWay saves lives that might have been lost to disease, and saves 

souls as well.   By making clean water more readily available to those who 

previously had to travel sometimes miles to obtain it, ears are more willing to 

listen to the simple, clear 

Gospel – the story that, by 

his death on the cross and resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ paid 

for every imperfection and sin that could have kept them out of 

Heaven.  CrossWay has seen many put their trust in Christ as their only 

Savior as a result of the water wells we have provided!  This, of course, 

is the underlying goal of all we at CrossWay do here in Nicaragua, and 

around the world.  Thank you for your part in this wonderful ministry! 

 

Partners together for the Lord, 

Bruce McIntosh  

“How shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe on Him of whom they have 

not heard?  And how shall they hear without someone to tell them?”   - Romans 10:14 


