
It has been almost five months since my last prayer letter.  While the delay has been 

caused by a very full schedule, I feel as though I have not been faithful in my 

commitment to keep you informed of what God is doing through me and you who pray 

for me and support my ministry.  Please forgive my delay in communicating with you. 

Since my last letter I have been in seven states, visiting family, friends, churches, and 

meeting people.  Since becoming a faith-based missionary with CrossWay International 

a year and a half ago, I have not had a lot of opportunity to do what missionaries call 

deputation.  This is a process in which missionaries raise awareness for prayer and 

support needs as they visit and minister in various churches.  For missionaries that will 

be living overseas, this process usually takes 1 to 3 years before they ever leave for the 

mission field. 

As a US based missionary, who commutes overseas to do my ministry, I have had the 

privilege of visiting and serving on 5 foreign mission trips in the past 15 months. But 

between these trips, I have the opportunity to visit and serve in local churches here in 

the USA as I look to God to touch hearts for my needed prayer and financial support.  

It’s Been a While 

There’s No Place Like Home 
In early April, my wife Marcia and I drove to Florida.  This is where we both grew up, and much of our family still lives 

there.  I had not been back home for about 3 years, and this was the first opportunity I’ve had to share with some of my 

family members about my transition from pastor to missionary.  We also caught up with many friends from our church 

family in Florida.  Both my wife and I trusted in Christ and served in numerous ministries at First Baptist Church of Indian 

Rocks.  And it was a great joy to spend time with some of the people from that church who were instrumental in shaping 

our lives such as: Don Forehand, with whom I served as a deacon, Steve and Cheryl Sittion, who recently lost a son in 

Afganistan, and Debbie and Keith Jones, who became a pastor about the same time I did.  I was able to present my 

ministry to four Sunday School classes and add many new friends to my contact list.  I also received numerous generous 

contributions from family, old friends, and new friends. 

While in Florida I was able to meet with pastors from four different churches.  While I pray that God may allow me to some 

day receive support from these churches, it was a blessing to be able to share with those pastors the ministry that He has 

given me.  And meeting pastors is always important in that this is how I am able to recruit teachers for future Pastors 

Conferences. 

International Training Director with CrossWay International 

Keeping Up with the Joneses 
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“And now, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the Lord’s teaching will continue to spread quickly  
and that people will give honor to that teaching, just as happened with you.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:1  
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Creatively Sharing the Gospel 

The day after we returned from Florida, I began teaching the Make It Clear! 

seminar at the Genesis Class of Wayside Chapel in San Antonio, Texas.  

This course was developed by CrossWay International’s founder Dean 

Chollar to equip Christians in American churches 

to clearly and creatively share the gospel.  While 

I’ve taught much of this material in various 

settings, I had never before had the opportunity to teach the entire course.  I am very grateful 

to the Genesis class for allowing me to teach this six-week course and for the great feedback 

and encouragement they provided. 

When I return from Mongolia in August, I have been invited to teach the Make It Clear! seminar 

in a Sunday School class at Currey Creek, our home church here in Boerne, Texas.  This will 

start on August 25th.  The class begins at 9:30 AM and will last for six weeks.  If you live in the 

area, I invite you to come and learn how to clearly and creatively share the Gospel. 

Some Like It Hot 
In late April and early May, I traveled to Arizona.  Pastor Steve Penick of Sunset View Baptist Church 

invited me to preach an eight-day-long revival at his church which was intended to both awaken the 

spiritual passion of the church and to create a vision for greater involvement in world missions.  Since 

helping me teach a Pastors Conference in Ethiopia last year, Pastor Steve has wanted to lead his 

church to reach out to the world.  Each night we ministered to a congregation of 30 to 50 adults and 

youth.  By the end of the revival 25 people had responded with a rededication of their lives to spiritual 

growth and service, and the church received pledges of $400 per month to missions, over and above 

their regular giving to the church. 

While I was staying with Steve and Ginger Penick, they also ministered to me in some really fun 

ways.  Steve took me on a wild ride on his 3-wheeled motorcycle and taught me how to make 

beautiful wooden pens in his woodworking shop.  Ginger likes to hunt scorpions at night arround their 

yard using an ultraviolet “black” light.  I couldn’t resist tagging along one night to see how she did it.  

It turned out to be a lot of fun.  Steve also introduced me to three pastors in the greater Phoenix area.  

Hopefully seeds were planted for future ministry opportunities with these men and the churches they 

lead. 

And, of course, I talked Steve into doing some fly fishing with me.  I had been invited by Pastors Joe 

Faulkner and Allen Mann to speak at Ponderosa Bible Church’s Wednesday night service in Payson, Arizona, after the 

revival was finished.  So Steve drove me to Payson, where we found several lakes and 

trout streams to fish.  The congregation at Ponderosa, who have supported CrossWay 

International for many years, was very gracious in allowing me to share my ministry and 

to preach from 2 Timothy 2:1-2.  It was also a treat to spend some more time with 

Pastors Joe and Allen, who helped me teach a Pastors 

Conference in Nicaragua last January.  In just the past couple of 

weeks, Allen Mann has decided to join the staff here at CrossWay 

as a full-time missionary.  Both he and Steve Penick will be joining 

me on a trip to Nicaragua later this month. 

Wayside Chapel of San Antonio 



What’s God Going to Do Next? 
I’ve already mentioned that I’m leading another Pastors Conference in Nicaragua later this month.  This will be my first 

attempt to hold a joint Men’s and Women’s Church Leadership Conference.  This conference will feature Pastor Steve 

Penick from Sunset View Baptist Church and Pastor Dave Smith from Northwest Community Church of San Antonio, along 

with Ann Messier, who is a missionaries with CrossWay International.  I will be teaching both the men and the women on 

the subject of evangelism.  And while these conferences are taking place, Robert Messier and Allen Mann of CrossWay 

International, along with Kat Petkoff of Ponderosa Bible Church will be doing youth and children’s ministry in various loca-

tions throughout Nicaragua.  Please keep our team in your prayers from July 30 th through August 5th. 

Within 6 hours of stepping off the airplane returning from Nicaragua, I’m stepping back onto an airplane headed toward 

Mongolia.  Through a missionary friend, David Beckett, who has been ministering in Mongolia for the past couple of years, 

I have been invited to teach a Pastors Conference in Baganuur, Mongolia.  Mongolia is a former satellite of Soviet Union 

located between Russia and China.  Christian missionaries have only had access to this country since the 1990s and only 

about 1% of the 3 million Mongolians have trusted in Christ.  No one from CrossWay International has ever ministered in 

Mongolia, so I am very excited about this opportunity. 

I have several other Pastors Conference trips in the planning stages for later this year and early next year.  Around late 

October or early November we are planning one in Liberia, Africa.  Of the four primary countries that CrossWay Interna-

tional is working in, Liberia is the only one I have yet to visit.  The next Men’s and Women’s Conference in Nicaragua will 

likely take place in January.  And then in February I may have the opportunity to return to Kenya for my second Pastors 

Conference in this African country.  I will need teachers for each of these trips, especially women teachers for Nicaragua.  

If you have an interest in any of these trips or working with CrossWay International anywhere around the world, please let 

me know. 

Managua, Nicaragua 

 

Baganuur, Mongolia 

 

Liberia 

 Kenya 

 

Note: All gifts to CrossWay International for Gary’s ministry are tax deductable and by law are subject to 

the discretion and control of CrossWay International.  Please write Gary on the memo line of your check. 



On a Personal Note 
Since my last prayer letter, God has really done dramatic 

things with our health.  I have lost over 40 pounds while 

Marcia has lost over 60!  We’ve both been on Weight Watch-

ers for about nine months and we are  getting lots of exer-

cise.  And as we’ve become healthier, our doctors have 

been able to take us off of many medications.  For the past 

10 years I’ve had to inject myself with insulin every day.  But 

not any more!  We both have a ways to go, but are grateful 

to God for helping us get healthy. 

Update From 

Gary Jones 

Praise Items 

1. Praise the Lord for Marcia’s loss of 60 

pounds, Gary’s loss of 40 pounds, and an 

end to Gary’s insulin injections. 

2. Praise the Lord for opening doors in 

Florida, Arizona, North Carolina, and 

Texas. 

3. Praise the Lord for new partners and 

ministry opportunities for CrossWay 

International. 

Prayer Requests 

1. Pray for strength, safety, and fruitful 

ministry on my upcoming trips to 

Nicaragua and Mongolia. 

2. Pray for our support needs so that we can 

continue to train international pastors. 

3. Pray that God will provide teachers for 

training pastors and church leaders 

around the world. 

 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

ZIP CODE 78006 

PERMIT NO. 2040 


