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“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy  
we have in the presence of our God because of you?” 

1 Thessalonians 3:9 
Dear Friends and Family, November  2012 
 
As Marcia and I reflect upon all that has happened this year, we are overwhelmed with gratitude for all of you who pray for us and 
support our ministry.  Nothing that we are able to do is possible without you.  I know that our needs are met by God, but He is using 
you to bless us and enable us to continue to serve in new and exciting ways. 

 
Since our last letter, I’ve had the opportunity to travel again to Nicaragua.  On my last 
visit I received a request to train over 300 
pastors in the capital city of Managua.  
In order to further explore this 
opportunity, I returned to Nicaragua to 
meet with some of these pastors and 
to discuss how this might be 
accomplished.  I also visited the city 
of Diriamba, the site of our next 
Pastors Conference, to scout out 

locations and and resources for that 
event.  While in Nicaragua I also had an 

opportunity to participate in two well dedications.  The first was in the village of Las 
Velasques where about 40 people trusted in Christ for the first time.  The next day we 
saw another 15 people respond to the Gospel at the village of San Juan de la 
Plywood.  Not only do these villages now have clean drinking water, they have an 
eternal relationship with God through trusting in the Living Water, Jesus Christ.   

 
In eary October, Dean Chollar and I traveled to the Dallas/Fort Worth area to attend a 
conference sponsored by the Free Grace Alliance.  The speakers included two of my 
favorite professors from seminary and Tim Tibow’s father, who has served many years 
as a missionary in the Philippines.  This was also an opportunity to showcase the 
ministry of CrossWay International to those with a similar passion for making the Gospel 
clear.  The response from those attending was great.  We had significant interest in the 
CrossWay Gift Cube and the Pastors Conference minisrty.  I recruited several teachers 
for future conferences.  We also distributed a new Gospel tract that I helped develop 

and information about the Make It Clear! Seminar that I teach.  I’ve included a copy of 
these for you in this letter. 

 
While in Dallas Dean and I visited Park Springs Bible Church and the Grace Preparatory Academy in Arlington, Texas.  Dean gave an 
update on the ministry to this long- time supporting church and I got to present the Gospel using the Gift Cube to the children at the 
school.  I was invited back to PSBC in November to participate in a Missions Sunday program.  During this trip I had the opportunity to 
visit several supporters in the Dallas area and have breakfast with Dr. Mike Kempainen, with whom I served as Associate Pastor while I 
was in seminary. 
 
But the main event in the past couple of months was my trip to Ethiopia.  
This was my second trip to Africa this year and my first visit to Ethiopia.  
We were blessed with a team of two pastors, Steve Penick and Mike 
Brooks, who helped train 27 pastors, and three nurses, Mary Smith, 
Rhonda King, and Marisa Barber, who ministered to the physical needs 
of several hundred at a clinic. 
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Steve Teaching at Pastors Conference 

Monkey Mischief 

Tooth Extraction 

Sharing the Gospel 
at the Way School 

Although the Pastors Conference and 
Medical Clinic were very successful, 
the trip was not without some 
challenges.  Ethiopian Customs seized 
some of our medical and teaching 
supplies, which we are still trying to 

have released.  When we arrived in 

Meki one of the rooms was infested with bedbugs.  And at one of our stops along the way back to 
Addis, a monkey climbed on top of our luggage and decided to empty his bladder.  This was also my 

first opportunity to meet with CrossWay International’s Ethiopian Field Director, Melaku Abebe, 
and his wife Sosi.  They did an awesome job of getting us where we needed to be and 
making sure that we had all that we needed to accomplish our work.  Melaku invited our team 
to worship with the small church that he has started, and both Steve and I had the 
opportunity to preach. 
 
One of the highlights of this trip for me was the 
opportunity to visit the school that CrossWay has 
recently opened in Meki.  The team got to make 

several visits to the school and its 50 students and 
teachers.  On one of these visits I was able to 

present the Gospel, and 25 students and a teacher 
raised their hands to indicate that they understood and were ready to trust in Christ.  I know 
that they will all want to thank you personally when we meet in heaven.  
 
Since our last letter, several people have asked me to explain how our ministry is supported.  
I’ve included an updated copy of my brochure that includes the support goals established for us 
by CrossWay International.  They have projected that for us to do the work that God has called us to do, it will take $6,900 of support 
each month.  As I reported last month, our current support contributions are at about 40% or $2,760 per month.  As a faith-based 
missionary, our expenses cannot exceed the level of incoming donations.  Thus far, this means that I have only been able to be 
reimbursed for our housing allowance and part of my ministry and travel expenses.  In the ten months that I have been working full-time 
with CrossWay, I have received no salary and I have not been able to do as much ministry travel as I would like.  (For example, we 
have had to postpone the Tanzania Pastors Conference that I wrote about in our last letter.)  God has blessed me with a gifted wife, 
who is helping to support us working as a nurse, but she also had to take a pay cut when we moved to Boerne.  Even with limited 
funds, God is doing amazing things, and we are trusting in Him to supply all our needs. 
 
My next ministry trip, Lord willing, will be to Diriamba, Nicaragua, in January.  Please pray that this trip will change the lives of 25 
pastors and their churches, and bring glory to God.  Also, Marcia and I are planning a visit to Florida in April.  We would like to visit with 
all of our friends and supporters there, and possibly minister in some Sunday School classes or preach in some churches.  If you want 
to schedule any of these activities, please contact us.  

 
 

 

In Christ, 

 
        Gary P. Jones 
 
 

Praise items: 
1. Praise the Lord for 40 percent of our needed monthly support for the past 10 months. 

2. Praise the Lord for the things He accomplished during our trip to Ethiopia. 

3. Praise the Lord for the 25 children and teacher that trusted in Christ at the Way 
School. 

Prayer Items: 
1. Pray for our upcoming Pastors Conference in Diriamba, Nicaragua (January 8 –14). 

2. Pray for opportunities to present our ministry to folks in Florida this coming April. 

3. Pray that God will give us wisdom in our financial decisions. 


