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Opportunity of a Lifetime 

When I became a missionary two years ago, I never imagined that I would have the opportunity to change a nation. I know that 
God delights in doing great things through insignificant people. But when it happens to you, the experience is always both exhilarating 
and humbling. 

One of the most exciting things to come out of my first visit to Liberia 
was the response I received from the leaders of the United Liberian Inland 
Church (ULIC). When I offered to assist a committee working on the new 
Beliefs and Practices document needed to keep this 300 church 
denomination from slipping into an array of false teachings, they gratefully 
accepted. Furthermore, the ULIC President invited me to be the featured 
speaker at their Annual Convention in January 2014. 

With your prayers and support, I arrived back in Liberia in late January. 
The next day a dozen pastors arrived at our Training Center for another two 
day Pastors Conference. Thanks to a special donation, I was able to bring 
these pastors each a new Study Bible, in addition to CrossWay Gift Cubes 
and other materials. 

There were between 600 to 800 pastors and church leaders at the ULIC four day, outdoor convention. They came from all over 
Liberia and even from neighboring Sierra Leone. Even though the national language is English, everyone spoke and understood their 
tribal languages much better than my American English. So we had to use three interpreters. I’m quite used to speaking through an 
interpreter, but THREE was a new experience. I would say a sentence or two, and then wait up to a minute to speak again. From the 
delayed reactions of the crowd, I believe my addresses were well received. 

How God Opened the Door 

This all began with an email from CrossWay International's Liberian Field Director. He shared how this conservative evangelical 
denomination was struggling against the infiltration of false doctrines such as salvation by works. Even though I’d delayed my planned 
visit to Liberia in 2013 due to the lack of ministry funds, I felt compelled to go to Liberia in December to offer my help. 

My first Pastors Conference in Liberia was small, compared to those I have conducted in other countries. Because of limited 
planning time and resources, I could only invite ten pastors. I began my teaching with a lesson on the importance of prayer for 

evangelism. After lunch I continued teaching, focusing on the meaning of key 
biblical concepts such as the Gospel, grace, faith, and repentance. The 
second day was spent on teaching them various methods of sharing the 
Gospel, including the visual witnessing tool that I brought for each of them, a 
CrossWay Gift Cube. I covered other visual methods like the Wallet 
Illustration, riddles, and tracts. We worked on how to use their personal 
testimony as a powerful witnessing tool. And I suggested ways to respond to 
typical questions and objections that arise when the Gospel is shared. With 
my voice failing from two full days of speaking, I challenged them to train 
others and clearly to present Christ's offer of eternal life as a free gift to 
everyone who will trust in Him. 

That first Sunday in Liberia I was invited to preach in a local church. My 
sermon was about the Samaritan woman at the well from John 4:1-39. I love 
this story, because it teaches us so much about sharing the Gospel and it 

encourages Christians to think through and use their personal testimony to witnessing to others. 
The next day, I had the opportunity to visit with over a hundred children attending the CrossWay Christian School in Ben Town. I 

shared the Gospel with the CrossWay Gift Cube, and about 35 of the children raised their hands, indicating that they wanted to trust in 
Christ. And during their lunch break, I spent some time with the teachers discussing how to improve their English speaking abilities, so 
that the students might learn better English from them. While English is the national language, it has devolved into a “Pidgin” English 
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that is vastly different from what they would call “Standard” English, which we speak in America. I gave them each Gift Cubes and 
Bibles, and suggested ways to improve their English abilities. 

Most of my time the following week was focused upon drilling a test well with equipment that I had brought with me. After 
prayerfully considering many sites, the one that was finally chosen was at a village called Omega. This name came from a giant US 
military navigation tower that had been there for many years. I could not help but notice that our Alpha test well site was at a place 
named Omega. The last place we considered was the first place chosen. (This almost sounds biblical!) 

Previous wells that CrossWay International had provided were dug with shovels and constructed from concrete culverts. This is 
expensive both for materials and labor. It is hoped that the new hand operated drill will cut the cost of future wells in half. This way we 
can develop many more sources of clean water in Liberia so that the Living Water of the Gospel can spread throughout Liberia.  

Back Again So Soon 

A few days after returning from my second trip to Liberia, I was off to Africa for the third time. This was my second visit to Kenya, 
which had been the site of my first Pastors Conference shortly after becoming a missionary with CrossWay International in 2012. On 
this trip I had some company in the persons of Northwest Community Church Pastor Dave Smith and CrossWay International Water 
Ministry Director Merle Admire. This trip had been planned for many months and had many goals to accomplish. 

Our first goal was to connect with two Kenyan students, whom CrossWay International is supporting during their studies at Moffat 
Bible College in Kijabe, Kenya. After meeting them at the Moffat campus and getting a short tour of the facility from Kevin Paszalek, 
Moffat Vice Principal for Development, we headed to the city of Nakuru. This is the home of one of our students, John Mwaura, and the 

location of a girls’ shelter that would be our base of operations for the next three 
days. The shelter houses about twenty girls and is run by a pastor, who is also 
named John. To distinguish between the two Johns, we started calling the older 
pastor First John and the younger student Second John. First John is the pastor of 
three local churches, where we visited shut-ins, spoke to youth groups, and 
preached. During all of this, I worked with Second John and Daniel Matiku (our other 
student) and the church leadership, demonstrating how to clearly present the 
Gospel. 

While CrossWay Kenya’s Field Director and Merle left for a couple of days to 
visit CrossWay International water ministry sites, Dave and I stayed at the CrossWay Kenya headquarters to conduct a three day 
Pastors Conference at the First Baptist Church of Ruiru. This conference included 25 pastors and some of their wives. While Dave took 
them verse by verse through the Book of Mark, emphasizing our freedom in Christ, I did in-depth teaching on the nature of the Gospel 
and how to present it clearly. There was great interaction with the pastors and some of the host church leadership as well. 

As much as I enjoy my ministry of training pastors and church leaders around the world, after three trips to Africa in less than three 
months, I was ready to be home. It seems as though I’ve spent more hours in airplane seats this past 4 months than I’ve spent in my 
own bed. After two trips to Liberia and one to Kenya, I’m beginning to sense what traditional missionaries, living overseas, go through. 
Being away from family and friends, acclimating to another culture, and doing without the things that we take for granted here in the 
US, is giving me a new appreciation for the comforts of home. 

Marcia and I are looking forward to seeing many of our Florida friends and family in May. We will be arriving on May 2nd and 
leaving on May 18th. While Marcia and her mom return to Texas, I will be flying to North Carolina, May 19th through 29th, to visit my 
mom and friends there. We would love to see and fellowship with you, so be sure and let us know when we can get together. 

 
 

Praise Items Prayer Requests 

 God has provided a used pick-up truck to replace 
Marcia’s 265,000 mile SUV. 

 Additional teachers and funding needed for future 
Pastors Conferences. 

 Opportunity to see old friends and meet new ones in 
upcoming trips to Florida and North Carolina in May. 

 For 25 pastors to be trained and edified during 
Pastors Conference in Nicaragua June 3-9. 

 For the opportunity to make a significant impact on 
the church in Liberia. 

 God will supply funds to get my ministry account 
back in the black (see insert). 
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