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Learning to Tie 

Since my last prayer letter, God has been teaching me things outside of my comfort zone. I'm a little different than most 
people, in that my comfort zone is traveling the world sharing Christ with people that are very different from me. They speak 
other languages, eat different foods, and have lifestyles that don't resemble anything we have where I come from. I long to 
go, but God has chosen, in His infinite wisdom, to keep me closer to home for awhile.  

If you've known me for any length of time, you know that I love to fish. Yes, I am a "fisher of men" in the biblical sense, 
but I'm referring to the pursuit of the more scaly species: fish. I guess that is also biblical, in that Jesus' best friends were His 
fishing buddies. I'm especially fond of fly fishing for trout. Freshwater trout live in the most beautiful places in the world.  

By confining me to the home waters of my ministry, God is achieving a very important purpose. He is teaching me to tie. 
Tying is making me a better fisherman for men as well as trout.  

Quality Time on the Bench 

If you’re an athlete, being on the bench is not where you want to be. But in 
fishing and missions, bench time can be a blessing. About a year ago I decided to 
convert an old roll-top desk into a fly tying bench. The art of tying flies involves 
combining various materials (feathers, fur, foam, etc.) into intricate representations 
of bugs and aquatic creatures that fish eat. I found a nice fly vise on Craigslist, and 
wired in an array of lights, outlets, and switches for all my accessories. However, 
after completing my masterpiece, it sat virtually unused for many months. I was too 
busy fishing to spend much time tying. In the first six months I made at most a 
dozen flies. It was a real treat to catch fish on a self-tied fly, but catching fish was my priority. 

I’m a goal driven person. I want to “Get ‘er done!” Relationships have never been my strength. People who study the 
human brain have learned that the left side of our brains contains our centers of logic, problem solving, and reasoning. The 
right side of the brain is better at processing emotions and creativity. Although our brains are much more complicated than 
that, I’m pretty much a left-brain dominated guy.  

Lately I’ve been spending more time on the fly bench developing the right-brain aspects of fly fishing. While I’m far from 
a proficient tier, I’m getting much better at it. And it’s benefiting my time on the water. Not only is it more fun to catch a fish 
on a fly I’ve tied myself, I think it’s helping me catch more fish. My fly box is better stocked with flies that I can design 
specifically for the fish I’m after. In some ways I’m thinking more like a fish, which is helping me become a better fisherman. 

In much the same way, God has graciously chosen to send me to the bench over the last few months as I wait for Him 
to supply funding for my next trip. When I began my ministry with CrossWay International, I was able to quickly get my feet 
wet. In my first two years as a missionary I made eleven trips to seven different countries, training hundreds of pastors and 
sharing the Gospel with thousands of people. After 15 years of pastoring small rural churches, I was loving every minute in 
the mission field. I was in left-brain paradise. But a missionary ministry doesn’t get very far without relationships. 

I don’t have any stories to share of exotic places that I’ve visited since my last prayer 
letter. Instead, God has had me focus upon you, my ministry partners. The only travel 
I’ve done is to visit family and friends here in the USA. My wife, Marcia, and I drove to 
Florida where I spoke in three churches, renewed old friendships and made new ones. 
From there I traveled to North Carolina. In addition to spending time with family and 
some old fishing buddies, I also met a fly fishing guide, who introduced me to the biggest 
trout I’ve ever caught. Here in Texas I’ve had time to do some teaching in my local 
church and preach in several churches in the area. As a result. I have been able to 
share with many more people what God is doing through my ministry. 

My Fly Bench 

My Latest Creation: 

The Key Lime Woolly 
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I’ve also had time to develop some new ways to share my 
ministry. A few of the people that have partnered with my ministry 
have begun introducing me to their friends by hosting receptions in 
their homes. These are not fundraisers or pledge drives, but just a 
chance for me to meet new people with whom I can share what 
God is doing. God is the one who is responsible for supplying 
everything that my ministry needs. He leads people to partner with 
me. My job is to tell of His accomplishments. To that end I’ve also 
developed an Internet blog, where I can more efficiently and 
frequently share God’s work with you. Check it out at 
www.GarysBlog.org. and let me know what you think. 

Relationships Are God’s Priority 

As much as my left-brain nature wants to get things done for God, He is much more interested in my relationship with 
Him. The Gospel illustrates this wonderfully. Human nature causes us to assume that if we want God to like us, we have to 
do good things and avoid the things He doesn’t like. Every religion ever invented is about what we can do to convince “god” 
(lower case intended) to favor us. But the God, who has revealed Himself to us in the Bible, is not impressed by our efforts 
to impress Him, but about our relationship of trust in Him. That is why God did all the work. God the Son, Jesus, did 
everything necessary for us to have an eternal relationship with God. His death on the cross and resurrection from the dead 
were the only work that is required for our forgiveness and the perfection we need for heaven. All we must do is trust in what 
Jesus has already done for us. 

Biblical Christianity is not a religion: what we can do to reach up to God. It is a relationship with God, who reached down 
to us in Jesus Christ. Even after we enter into that eternal relationship, God is more interested in growing our trust or faith in 
Him, than He is in how big a pile of stuff we can achieve for Him. The Bible describes the stuff we do on our own for God as 
wood, hay, and stubble. The good work that we allow Him to accomplish through our relationship of faith in Him is described 
as gold, silver, and costly stones.  

Over the past few months I’ve been on God’s fly bench. By building a closer relationship with Him, He has been helping 
me build closer relationships with you, my ministry partners. Every relationship 
at home is used by God to make me more effective in the field. Just by reading 
this letter, you have allowed me to give glory to God for His workmanship. For 
those that I been able to minister to in person, I have been blessed to build our 
relationship and hopefully to encourage you in your relationship with God. And 
for you whom God has called to support me in prayer or financially, I thank 
both you and Him for being faithful. Although the invitations to train pastors 
around the world continue to come, God has not yet shown me where He 
wants me to go next. When God is ready to send me back into the stream, I’m 
anticipating some great fishing. 

 
 

Praise Items Prayer Requests 

 For adding new ministry partners to my support 
team including my first supporting church. 

 Marcia is applying for a new job in the hospital’s 
dialysis unit. 

 Great visits with friends and family in Florida and 
North Carolina. 

 Additional opportunities to share my ministry with 
people. 

 Meeting new people through home receptions and 
preaching opportunities. 

 For God’s timing and provision to plan my next trip 
overseas. 

 

60th Birthday Lunch with  

Daughter and Grandkids 

27 Inch North Carolina  

Brown Trout 


