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Something Old and Something New 

What comes to mind when you hear that phrase? A 
wedding. Right? This is the first line of a traditional poem 
describing what the bride should wear on her wedding 
day. Based originally on fertility superstitions in the late 
1800s, most see this as a harmless tradition. 

As with many things in our culture, I see a theological 
application. The Christian Bible is divided into two 
sections: the Old and the New Testaments. While the 
emphasis and content are somewhat different, they are in 
perfect harmony and of equal profitability (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). 

As I've taught pastors around the world, I have 
discovered that much of the differences in theology and 
confusion about the Gospel comes from trying to 
integrate the Old Testament with the New. Questions like 
“What relationship did Adam’s sin have with Christ’s 
death?” And “How do the Ten Commandments apply to 
the Church?” Each denomination and theological system 
answers these questions differently. Every pastor 
wrestles with these issues. Part of my task is to help them 
find practical biblical answers to such questions. 

My approach is to return to the basics of salvation. 
Legendary coach Vince Lombardi once addressed his 
team in a pre-season meeting by holding the most 
fundamental piece of equipment in the sport. 
“Gentlemen,” he said, “this is a football.” Good theology 
begins with a clear and simple understanding of what the 
Bible says about how we can have an eternal relationship 
with God by trusting in the Crucifixion and Resurrection of 
His Son. Once you have the Gospel nailed down, the 
doctrinal pieces seem to fall into place. From there, 
discipleship is simply love God and love those around 
you. 

My last mission trip had an old and new theme about 
it. One member of my team, Ken a mature pastor, whose 

congregation consists of primarily senior citizens. He was 
a veteran when it came to teaching pastors in third world 
countries. He approached me at a conference in Dallas, 
wanting to try something new. Another member of our 
team, Tim is a young college student, wanting to know if 
God was calling him to become a missionary. 

Our team, including CrossWay International 
missionaries Bruce and myself, was the first mission 
team to stay at our training center in Laguna de Apoya, 
Nicaragua. Although I have been to Nicaragua at least a 
half dozen times, this trip was filled with both the familiar 
and the pristine. Tim got his first opportunity to share the 
unchanging Gospel in a new culture. Ken got to minister 
to prisoners and prostitutes. I had the opportunity to lead 
an entire little league baseball team to trust in Christ. 
Bruce and I had the pleasure of using our training center, 
which we had seen transform from an empty hillside to a 
fully utilized 
facility. 

During this 
trip, about 100 
people entered 
into a new eternal 
relationship with 
God. He used 
some old things 
and some new 
ones to bring glory 
to Himself and joy 
to His servants. 
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Something Else Old and New 

I’m planning two more trips this year. The first will be 
a return to Nicaragua. I plan to take two pastors with me 
that have never been on a mission trip with CrossWay 
International. My experience with new pastors is that they 
frequently want to go again. This also opens doors of 
opportunity for me to share my ministry with their 
churches. While Nicaragua is “Old Hat” for me, I am 
excited to introduce new teachers to this life changing 
experience. I am expecting God to do some amazing 
things. 

Later this year I’m also planning a mission trip to 
somewhere new, Peru. Through my voluntary 
involvement with a Texas youth ministry, I’ve become 
friends with a former missionary to Cusco, Peru. While he 
has been back in the states for several years, he’s 
offered to help me setup a Pastors Conference there. 
Since it’s a first visit for CrossWay International, I won’t 
be taking other teachers with me. Hopefully, if all goes 
well, I will learn enough from this first visit to plan future 
trips that will include larger teams. 

The downside of going overseas without a team is 
that the costs are not distributed and therefore more 
expensive. Transportation, translators, and other costs 
will be higher, But God has promised to supply all my 
needs according to His riches. Already the Lord has 
provided my airplane tickets! The total additional funds 
needed for both trips is $3,000. 
 

Old and New at Home 

Marcia and I are dealing with some old and new 
things. After trying for about six months to transfer to the 
Pre-Op department at the hospital where she works, she 
has decided to return to the GI Lab. They were never 
able to replace her in GI, so she had to work both jobs. 
Even though she loves the patient interaction and staff in 
Pre-Op, she feels that God was leading her to return to 
her old job. 

 

 While attending my second course for my DMin 
degree in the Houston area, my truck broke down. It took 
almost 2 weeks to get it repaired, which resulted in 
having to take a bus home. The truck was almost 14 
years old, so we decided it was time to buy a newer one. 
Thankfully, our daughter-in-law works at a car dealership, 
and was able to help us get a pretty good deal. Moreover, 
once we got my old truck back from Houston, we sold it 
for more than we had expected. God is good! 

One final old/new in our lives is a small camper. 
We’ve been thinking for several years about getting one. 
There are so many beautiful places in Texas to explore, 
and the days of camping in tents are long gone for Marcia 
and me. So God provided an opportunity for us to buy an 
old camper, which will enable us to take some weekend 
trips to some new places. 

 

Praises 

 Provision of airline tickets to Nicaragua and Peru 

 Marcia’s return to a reasonable work schedule 

 Newer truck for Gary 

 Camper for lower cost travel and quality time 
together 

Prayer Requests 

 $3,000 needed for upcoming trips 

 Teachers for Pastors Conference in Nicaragua 

 Completion of 40 page paper and presentation for 
DMin course due August 19 

 Health concerns for Nicaragua Field Director 


