
It was a cold day in December of 2017 when I went 
with Je� to his ranch.  Je� Royall is the President of 
CrossWay International and a good friend.  We do this 
several times a month just to spend time together 
as men and to update each other on things in our 
ministry and lives. 

While there, Je� sometimes gets 
his tractor out to take large bales of 
hay out into the pasture to feed his 
cows.  On this particular day his old 
tractor wouldn’t start.  It had a dead 
battery.  What was he to do? Well, 
he came over to me and said, “Dean 
I’m going to tether the tractor to 
the truck and you are going to drive 
the truck and pull it out of the barn, 
then get it up to a certain speed so 
I can pop the clutch on the tractor 
and jump start it.”  What was Je� 
thinking?  Did he forget that I’m 
totally blind?  Well, it was his truck 
and tractor and if he felt I could do 
it, I was up to trying.  After all, what 
could go wrong?

So, with the windows down and 
Je� shouting out instructions to me, I put the truck 
in drive and gave it some gas.  The old tractor came 
out of the barn just �ne but we needed more speed.  
I heard Je� call out, “Faster, give it some gas!”  So, I 
gave it more gas with Je� shouting out, “turn more 
to the left, straighten out, no … more to the left”, 
etc.  Once I heard the old tractor start up, I slowed 
to a stop.  Then Je� took the tractor and went out 
to feed the cows.  And then he came back shortly 
to sit in the passenger’s side while I was still behind 
the wheel contemplating what we had just done.  
At that point, Je� said, “Give it some gas and let’s 
go”:  Go, where were we going?  Had Je� really lost 

his mind and forgotten that I’m blind?  But I trusted 
Je� and gave it the gas.  We drove around in circles 
in this large open pasture for 10 minutes with a big 
terri�ed smile on my face.  Then Je� audibly guided 
me through gates until we were back at the ranch 
house.  What an adrenaline rush!

In many ways, that’s what living 
in the faith and freedom of 
Christ is like.  Is that how you 
would describe your spiritual 
walk? What are the things get-
ting in your way, keeping you 
stuck in the barn, preventing 
you from being a bold witness 
for Christ?  Are you worried you 
don’t have enough?  Consider 
how Jesus used the boy who of-
fered his lunch and Jesus used 
it to feed thousands! (John 6) 
Are you afraid you won’t know 
what to say?  Matthew 10:19 “ 
…, do not worry about what to 
say or how to say it. At that time 
you will be given what to say.”  
Have you read about the rag 
tag bunch of recruits Jesus left 

in charge?  1 Corinthians 1:27 “But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong.”

Allow this blind, world-traveling missionary to be a 
witness, to challenge you and pull your tractor out of 
the mud and get you out there into the harvest �elds!  
The �elds are ripe! When God whispers in your ear, 
whether it’s sharing Jesus with someone near you, or 
partnering with us, take the risk!  You can trust Him! 

-2 Corinthians 5:7“So we are con�dent...for we walk by faith, not by sight!”
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After seeing more than 900 respond to the Gospel 
invitation in the Nyeri Prison in early January 2018, 
we decided to try to visit two more prisons.  

The warden from the Nyeri prison was so impressed 
with the response that he had seen that he enthusi-
astically recommended us to the wardens at both 
the Muranga and the Kerugoya Prisons.  These two 
prisons held around 1500 prisoners total.  And the 
response to the Gospel was more than 1200 coming 
to faith in Christ, even more than at the Nyeri prison!  
When I �nished preaching they asked me to stay 
longer and do more teaching but we had other 
appointments and had to leave, but I promised them 
I would return.  

Since these were both medium security prisons, 
I was allowed to mingle a bit with them and person-
ally call them brothers and shake some hands.  
They readily admitted they had never heard such 
a message before where the grace of God was set 
out in such a clear and simple way.  Even one of the 
Chaplains, Paul, admitted he had never heard the 
Gospel proclaimed in such simplicity and promised 
to look us up on the internet for possible training in 
the future.  

What a thrill to see these inmates embrace the truth 
of God’s love and the Gospel! 

Nyeri Prisoners Reading for Themselves Muranga Prisoners Giving a Thumbs Up Thank You

Gifts of Soap Were Gladly Received at each Prison Kerugoya Prisoners with Dean

-Isaiah 61:1 (NLT)

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the LORD ...  has sent me ... 
to proclaim that captives will be released and prisoners will be freed!



Here is a report from Kevin Aguilar, Field Director 
and School Director, regarding the progress of our 
new Technical School in La Laguna de Apoyo Valley, 
Masaya, Nicaragua.

“Since this is a new school, let me introduce the team 
to you! 
Josue Ruiz is our English teacher.  I had the privilege 
of being his English teacher years ago and it’s great 
to work with this young man who has such an obvi-
ous heart for the Lord.  We a�ectionately call him 
the Gentle Giant.  
Johni Gaitan, another one of our teachers, also has a 
degree in English.  But he also has several computer 
certi�cations, so he is in charge of maintaining the 
computers and network, as well as teaching the 
computer classes (also taught in English!) 
Alitza is a seventeen-year-old young lady from the 
community who has already studied some English 
and is working towards her certi�cation.  She helps 
us with the young ones and the young lady students 
that we have. 
Anelaysa is our “School Mom”.  She is a widow who 
acts as our nurse, referee, and also helps with the 
little ones, does setup and cleanup.
This team is dedicated to the well-being of these stu-
dents, and hopes that the skills we teach in English 
and computers will be of long term bene�t both to 
these students themselves, and the entire communi-
ty. Even more important than the bene�ts that this 
education can bring them, however, there is another 
gift we have to o�er, and this one is completely free 
and will a�ect not just their lives here and now, but 
for all of eternity! 

Now let me tell you the story of what happened 
during our �rst o�cial day of classes. We began by 
singing a song (in English) and then I introduced our 

team to the students.  Then I asked them: What is 
necessary to obtain eternal life or to be saved from 
eternal condemnation?  We had already had the 
opportunity to share the gospel with about half of 
the students, so some already knew the answer.  The 
other half of the class, students that we have not had 
the opportunity to reach yet, on the other hand, gave 
the usual expected responses: be a good person, go 
to church, pray, etc.  I shared with them “Three Things 
God Cannot Do” from John 3:16.  I also talked about 

Ephesians 2:8-9, and then verse 10 which explains 
why we as Christians do good works.  Then I led them 
in a conversation with God and eight of them indicat-
ed they trusted in Jesus alone for their salvation, for 
the very �rst time that �rst day of school.  Now that’s 
what I call a great start to the school year!

Please pray for us, that we would raise these spiritual 
newborns well, and that they might soon be ready to 
help us spread the Gospel even further!

Students in Nicaragua Listen to the Gospel

-Isaiah 61:1 (NLT)

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor!
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Praise Items
*  Praise the Lord who gave us more than 4,000 that 
trusted in Christ on Dean’s last 2 trips to Kenya.

*  Praise the Lord for Moses, our new Field Director in 
Kenya, who also led over 300 to Christ by showing 
the Jesus �lm at two di�erent market places.

*  Praise the Lord for the start of the CrossWay 
English and Computer Tech School in Nicaragua and 
for our 3 teachers: Kevin, Johni and Josue.

Prayer Items
*  Pray for the Children’s Home we are planning to 
start in the near future in Kenya. 

*  Pray for the follow-up of those at the Sagana 
Muslim School in Kenya where around 400 of the 
students trusted in Christ for their salvation.

*  Pray for the variety of legal issues we face in both 
Kenya and Nicaragua.

Widows Receive Their Goats!

When I’m not on an actual mission trip but back in 
the USA taking care of things in between my travels, 
Moses, our new Field Director in Kenya is hard at 
work.  He was formerly a veterinarian but gave up 
his practice and the security which it provided to 
accept a calling for his new position at CrossWay 
International.  Besides overseeing various projects 
to provide water to communities, lining up speaking 
engagements for me, and a host of other things, he 
is also well quali�ed to purchase the best milk goats 
at the market. 
  
He researched the best milk goats to purchase for 
the destitute widows in his area that we planned to 
reach for Christ.  He gave them all their shots and 
vitamins and was even able to arrange that all of 

the goats were pregnant when we handed them 
over.  Then he lined up a committee to oversee the 
goat ministry and set the rules that each widow is 
to give away the �rst two kids to two other widows 
who have no goat.  In that way we perpetuate this 
ministry to give them a hand up and not a handout. 
Then, we had a celebration event.  42 of the widows 
showed up, and 40 of them trusted in Christ alone 
for their salvation!  One of them is grounded in the 
word and plans to set up regular times to meet and 
teach the other widows.  So the work goes forward.  
What a thrill to serve with Jesus!

There is so much else going on including outreach 
with the Jesus Film, Gift Cube Seminars and more.  
We’ll save some of that for next time, though!

-Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (NIV)
If anyone is poor among you … do not be hardhearted or tight�sted toward them. 
Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need.  
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